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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__5a90bfe6_7f01_4cef_beb4][bookmark: _PAR__2_da70409a_506a_41ea_b843_e4206e9a][bookmark: _LINE__4_5d2ddcb6_76f7_44d9_b81f_3887470][bookmark: _LINE__5_0b1e0bbe_7448_451c_a7dd_2ffc2d1][bookmark: _LINE__6_9fa366bf_acc6_4127_89e0_8d36fd8]WHEREAS, Black Balloon Day, observed annually on March 6th, serves as an international day of remembrance to honor those lost to overdose and to acknowledge the profound impact of substance use disorder on individuals, families and society; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__411df4ce_da93_43db_990c][bookmark: _PAR__6_55e36397_963d_4aec_890d_ee3b54a6][bookmark: _LINE__15_da82459a_79de_4c36_96a5_69049e][bookmark: _LINE__16_ed45e2c0_412c_43fa_8aee_3e1ddc]WHEREAS, families and advocates throughout Maine continue to share their stories, fight for better policies and work to ensure that no more lives are lost to preventable overdoses; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__5268daa2_1243_4809_8fbe][bookmark: _PAR__7_9b4fd5dd_8198_4fe8_b101_0422167a][bookmark: _LINE__17_5095837c_f862_41ac_a067_2ac3fa][bookmark: _LINE__18_6199f464_defb_47c0_93be_ae883f][bookmark: _LINE__19_0d622f22_22dd_453d_adde_19931d]WHEREAS, Black Balloon Day provides an opportunity for individuals and organizations to come together in remembrance and in solidarity, encouraging conversation and action to address this ongoing public health crisis; and
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__bdab8a69_4d0b_4f78_9ee5_304e9][bookmark: _PAR__9_629f2d73_81cd_4cde_8304_397d0142][bookmark: _LINE__23_5e48ca54_e4f5_4de9_bbf8_d692f1][bookmark: _LINE__24_200edb51_da36_4702_9787_17357f][bookmark: _LINE__25_be97b788_02e0_4c90_b10f_cc3b1a][bookmark: _LINE__26_8126a9e0_fdd7_4ccb_9eb8_c43be8]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-second Legislature now assembled in the First Regular Session, pause in our deliberations to recognize Black Balloon Day, honor the 490 lives lost to overdose in Maine in 2024 and extend our deepest sympathies to the families and loved ones affected by this crisis; and be it further
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