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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__d181b726_7cb9_429f_9798][bookmark: _PAR__2_1af7b062_72e1_4de5_9e76_d0125b05][bookmark: _LINE__3_72b6c11a_f12d_4c04_a177_9fbd783][bookmark: _LINE__4_cf799c41_8218_4fc6_88c3_fd70be9][bookmark: _LINE__5_0e593957_91e0_458b_ab0e_d38c28f]WHEREAS, since 1999, the national suicide rate has increased more than 36%, with more than 13.2 million individuals experiencing suicidal thoughts and 1.6 million individuals attempting suicide annually in the United States; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__be639b58_985e_4883_adcb][bookmark: _PAR__4_83726a6e_27c6_47ba_85a9_b4349ddd][bookmark: _LINE__8_b20b1f5a_acf4_43e8_9ce6_9b5b007][bookmark: _LINE__9_d8a0cd60_b6f2_4a57_8ef2_94637af]WHEREAS, suicide, opioid misuse and addiction and children's mental health issues are areas of concern in the State; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__d48a0d05_36c6_4bcf_bcf8][bookmark: _PAR__5_3d31667a_b2bb_4d31_9de3_f6b5a911][bookmark: _LINE__10_1cc541ba_053b_4c6e_9053_e52a09][bookmark: _LINE__11_03aba002_7f8b_48f8_9159_19c48a][bookmark: _LINE__12_30bbf8ad_4c1e_401b_9735_568086]WHEREAS, there are approximately 61,000 adults in the State who are living with a serious mental illness, including, but not limited to, bipolar disorder, severe depression and schizophrenia, and 14,000 children 12 to 17 years of age in the State have depression; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__2f4cd475_1c1a_4913_a4f6][bookmark: _PAR__7_ee5e971e_39f7_4ad8_aeba_03eea918][bookmark: _LINE__15_fd0ba6af_e016_4d30_a09b_cc178d][bookmark: _LINE__16_31837705_f619_4c4d_815d_598370][bookmark: _LINE__17_7f920bf8_504f_4841_b18b_cc4e4d]WHEREAS, the effective treatment of mental health conditions is critical to reducing the number of individuals and families who find themselves in mental health crises, to breaking individual and generational cycles of mental illness and to promoting healing; and
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__fa945660_3cfe_4442_a068_67d0e][bookmark: _PAR__10_eed19ae3_af10_4b66_8c82_148ef29][bookmark: _LINE__24_24059a6d_7f12_43e9_b17a_30d2a4][bookmark: _LINE__25_4c2ea05c_45d5_43b5_9ead_f1b59f][bookmark: _LINE__26_8f1755da_754d_444d_a267_9dd07d][bookmark: _LINE__27_eaa44a0c_8122_4984_a6e2_988afd][bookmark: _LINE__28_6e1bea27_577a_4b97_99ad_2d0c0c]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-second Legislature now assembled in the First Special Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to recognize May 2025 as Mental Health Awareness Month in order to raise awareness of mental health conditions and services and to break the stigma surrounding mental illness in the State.
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