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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__7fbbc195_2ea7_4d35_892d][bookmark: _PAR__3_ac699b1f_9b7d_4d5f_a90d_8927a7d6][bookmark: _LINE__7_855c4fb8_2223_416d_bc22_8cc74ef][bookmark: _LINE__8_b9aa5f8f_f422_4205_ac7c_0ccbe71][bookmark: _LINE__9_68fe0f29_282a_4b28_8a24_8e0cb6c]WHEREAS,  buoys are essential tools along Maine's highly irregular coast, where rocky outcroppings are common and tides can be strong, especially in eastern Maine, and are especially critical in areas prone to dense fog, strong currents or hidden hazards; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__d087d0c3_2dfb_4d29_b083][bookmark: _PAR__5_9018060c_01b2_4496_b1e9_00c96548][bookmark: _LINE__12_ae7638b8_75ed_46a9_bc5d_732a0c][bookmark: _LINE__13_816da9a1_bdb1_4704_ba26_043d52][bookmark: _LINE__14_7f371fa4_51e0_40e2_8f20_8337ef]WHEREAS,  in its letter, the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources expressed its strong opposition to the proposed removal of these buoys because of its concern that removing these physical aids will create hazards for the State's fishing communities; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__360cc09a_1169_4236_8c5b][bookmark: _PAR__6_08971e13_6c93_4c47_8dd0_370abcd2][bookmark: _LINE__15_b4436bc1_b67d_4d8b_b6fb_c5d300][bookmark: _LINE__16_e914782d_f840_44c8_bc50_d04bdb][bookmark: _LINE__17_3f133236_a92a_4a33_80f2_69d963][bookmark: _LINE__18_0619a94f_c83a_4eb0_b5d6_9696e2]WHEREAS,  most commercial fishermen use physical aids, including the buoys, as well as newer technology, but current electronic navigation charts and charting systems and smartphone navigation apps are not always reliable and, if they were to fail and no alternative navigational tools are available, lives may be put at risk; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__799c82fc_5b2a_4820_97f8][bookmark: _PAR__7_ba27fbc1_652a_46f1_a709_2afda310][bookmark: _LINE__19_154a4754_c774_4332_9073_e85e1c][bookmark: _LINE__20_5c1d32e7_e13d_4c52_8bba_5ec761][bookmark: _LINE__21_db2e3a43_784e_448c_8c9b_44787e]WHEREAS,  small boaters, including kayakers and recreational fishermen, do not always have the capacity to purchase these electronic systems and keep up with associated subscriptions and must rely on physical aids by necessity; and
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