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JOINT RESOLUTION HONORING THE ROLE OF IRISH IMMIGRANTS AND IRISH-AMERICANS IN THE AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__2bb0d38a_e522_44c2_b8b2][bookmark: _PAR__2_7abcabb5_7145_4949_82bd_2cb779a9][bookmark: _LINE__5_f36f3351_a005_4525_8e6e_df27163][bookmark: _LINE__6_b5086963_e831_4574_ac09_5d2c803][bookmark: _LINE__7_b26506f3_c195_4ab7_b3fc_adf9df1][bookmark: _LINE__8_02c0c49f_8cf0_4067_a7df_439eafa][bookmark: _LINE__9_6dc682fe_d9c4_4f8e_9839_9e277fb]WHEREAS,  just a month later in May 1775, Maurice O'Brien of Cork in Ireland and his 5 sons struck the first blow against the British at sea.  The O'Briens and a group of local fishermen in Machias Bay, Maine captured the HMS Margaretta in a bold boarding action.  When 2 more British warships were sent to reclaim the prize, the O'Briens and their neighbors captured them as well; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__174a479a_cd33_4cf1_a2c2][bookmark: _PAR__5_f8ea09ab_f264_416f_87f5_dd85ef31][bookmark: _LINE__18_b45ee1cf_6741_46ab_8793_10f23c][bookmark: _LINE__19_b090fd3e_ba57_4c14_a9c4_42834e][bookmark: _LINE__20_d8d1d62f_33cf_4178_b624_278f9f][bookmark: _LINE__21_03c0ebd8_dd7e_4855_80a9_45dcce][bookmark: _LINE__22_b9d94d57_3bee_4950_8a86_8616be]WHEREAS,  seven Irish officers and dozens of Irish-American officers at Bunker Hill, including Colonel John Stark of New Hampshire, were among the heroes of the day, and among those who paid the ultimate price was Major Andrew McClary, born in County Tyrone, Ireland, who fought valiantly until his tragic death at the very end of the battle.  McClary, the highest-ranking American officer killed that day, was the last to leave the battlefield; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__2faf2c2a_b38d_4067_830f][bookmark: _PAR__6_cbc8d255_08a8_430e_8379_4e1a9be8][bookmark: _LINE__23_81e4560d_651c_4d68_87a6_a27fe0][bookmark: _LINE__24_b1fa9f06_df26_4ad0_bafd_423a45][bookmark: _LINE__25_c3d0f575_813c_4311_8353_f2e2e9][bookmark: _LINE__26_fd4edce8_d8ab_4e00_9789_012c4e]WHEREAS,  another figure of Irish descent who played a key role in the revolution was Captain Ebenezer Sullivan.  His brothers James and John went on to leave their mark on American history as well:  James became governor of Massachusetts and John was a general who forced British troops to evacuate Boston, Massachusetts on St. Patrick's Day in 1776; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__326e55e3_4ac1_41f0_9ba6][bookmark: _PAR__7_27a36e76_4301_4b90_86bf_a2d0bc6d][bookmark: _LINE__27_1038f95e_eea8_4a81_aa48_0642af][bookmark: _LINE__28_03e2fc96_548d_47d6_b77b_0436e3][bookmark: _LINE__29_b7b29908_d8c3_4789_8f73_f3f3b2][bookmark: _LINE__30_57a294a6_0d11_467d_b5fb_1fbe6f]WHEREAS,  in December 1775, John Barry from County Wexford, Ireland, later known as the Father of the American Navy, was given command of the USS Lexington, the first commission issued by the Continental Congress. He would go on to receive Commodore Commission Number One from President George Washington; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__ac46daee_938f_48cf_a58d][bookmark: _PAR__8_1445e499_e9e0_420c_b003_8ced6479][bookmark: _LINE__31_63202aa6_e7bb_4ae1_89ad_19d70f][bookmark: _LINE__32_a2b92eea_33da_4522_8df1_bdfff1][bookmark: _LINE__33_76251ad3_fa4f_4c62_9702_73910f]WHEREAS,  the Battle of Bunker Hill and the shots fired at Lexington and Concord inspired Ireland to continue its struggle for independence, and its freedom and its peace were secured with the steadfast support of the United States of America; now, therefore be it
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