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Minimum Receiver Status – what does it mean?

Minimum Receiver Status

• When a SAU/town's ability to pay is greater than their required 

local contribution, then they are considered a minimum receiver.

• The Required Local Contribution = the current Mill Rate x the 

Town’s Valuation

• The current Mill Rate is the cap or that any individual town will be 

required to contribute to Education per the EPS formula.

• In FY 24 the Mill Rate (local contribution cap) is 6.97.

• In other words, no town will be expected to pay any more than 

the current mill rate x their town valuation for EPS funding.

• If the town’s ability to pay is greater than their required local 

contribution, then the actual mill rate they are contributing will 

be less than the current cap for all other town’s.
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Minimum Receiver Status – what does it mean?

Minimum Receiver Status

• Remember, the EPS funding formula is used to 

equitably distribute limited State funds to the areas that need 

them the most.

• In FY 24, 87 out of 256 SAUs, 34% are minimum receivers.

– In other words, towns contributed less than the current Mill 

Rate, because the cost they were responsible for was less 

than the mill rate x their town’s valuation.

• As a result, if a SAU has a higher valuation times the current mill 

rate, (aka: higher ability to pay), the EPS formula will provide less 

funds to them, so it can provide more funds to SAUs that do not 

have as great an ability to pay for the cost of education using 

local property taxes.
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Distribution of State Funding

How to distribute State funds to individual SAUs:
Example SAU: Augusta

Total Cost of Education per EPS = $27,977,827.56

Town Valuation = $1,756,200,000

X Mil Rate Expectation = 6.97

= Local Ability to Pay = $12,240,714.00

How Big A Slice Does Each SAU Get?

Total Cost of Education per EPS for SAU = $27,977,827.56

Minus Local Ability to Pay = $12,240,714.00

Equals State Contribution to SAU = $15,737,113.56

Additional State Funds for Career & Technical Education Center = $2,651,179.98
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Distribution of State Funding

How to distribute State funds to individual SAUs:
Example SAU: York

Total Cost of Education per EPS = $22,365,421.37

Town Valuation = $4,934,333,333

X Mil Rate Expectation = 6.97

= Local Ability to Pay = $34,392,303.33

How Big A Slice Does Each SAU Get?

Total Cost of Education per EPS for SAU = $22,365,421.37

Minus Local Ability to Pay = $34,392,303.33

Equals State Contribution to SAU Prior to Adjustments = $0 *
State Contribution after Minimum Receiver Adjustment = $ 3,071,383.74

Adjusted Local Share after Minimum Receiver Adjustment = $19,294,037.63

* This is an example of a Minimum Receiver
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Notes:

Actual Local Contribution Mill 

Rate Paid = 3.91

State Share % of Total Cost 

after adjustments = 13.73%



Minimum Receiver Adjustments – ED 279 Section 5

List of adjustments where applicable:

❖ Minimum State Allocation Adjustment (5%) (Minimum Receiver)

❖ Minimum Special Education Adjustment (50%) (Minimum Receiver)

❖ Adjustment for Debt Service (Minimum Receiver)

❖ Minimum Economically Disadvantaged Student Adjustment 
(Minimum Receiver)
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Minimum Debt Service Adjustments
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Minimum Special Education Adjustment
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Minimum State Allocation Adjustment
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Minimum Economic Disadvantaged Student Adjustment
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