
GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE



OPEGA 

“PROGRAM 
EVALUATIONS” 

• PERFORMANCE 
• RESULTS 
• EFFICIENCY 
• EFFECTIVENESS
• ECONOMY



OPEGA

RECOMMENDATIONS



THE 
COMMITTEE 

HAS ALSO 
ENGAGED 

DIRECTLY ON 
ISSUES OF 
CONCERN.



“FRONTLINE PERSPECTIVES IN CHILD PROTECTION AS CATALYSTS FOR REFORM”





THE COMMITTEE CAN BY MAJORITY VOTE: 

ADD A TOPIC TO THE OPEGA WORKPLAN;

DIRECT OPEGA TO GATHER MORE INFORMATION;

REFER THE MATTER TO ANOTHER COMMITTEE;

TAKE NO ACTION. 



BY A 2/3 VOTE 
THE COMMITTEE CAN PRIORITIZE 
AN OPEGA REVIEW AHEAD OF 
OTHERS.



THERE IS A PROCESS BY WHICH ANY MEMBER
OF THE LEGISLATURE

MAY WRITE TO THE COMMITTEE AND REQUEST 
OPEGA’S REVIEW OF A TOPIC.  

THE LEGISLATOR IS INVITED TO PRESENT THE REQUEST 
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE

AND TAKE COMMITTEE QUESTIONS.

REQUESTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC REQUIRE THE 
SPONSORSHIP OF A LEGISLATOR.

THE COMMITTEE CAN VOTE TO APPROVE 
OR NOT APPROVE THE REQUEST.



OPEGA PERFORMS 
(AND REPORTS ON) 
ITS EVALUATION 
OF THE 
COMMITTEE-
ASSIGNED TOPIC 
INDEPENDENTLY.



OPEGA APPLIES OBJECTIVE CRITERIA.

LAWS; RULES; REGULATIONS; BEST 
PRACTICES.



OPEGA HAS AUTHORITY TO 
ACCESS AND SAFEGUARD 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
TO REVIEW A TOPIC
BUT THEN REPORTS 
PUBLICLY ON RESULTS 
APPROPRIATELY.



WHEN OPEGA COMPLETES A REPORT OF REVIEW:

1. OPEGA: PRESENTS THE REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE AT A PUBLIC MEETING 
AND THE REPORT IS RELEASED PUBLICLY SIMULTANEOUSLY.



2.  THE COMMITTEE: HOLDS A PUBLIC HEARING



3. THE COMMITTEE: CONDUCTS A WORK SESSION.



THE COMMITTEE: MAY REPORT OUT 
LEGISLATION TO IMPLEMENT 

OPEGA FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.



THE COMMITTEE MAY THEN VOTE TO:

1. ENDORSE;

2. ENDORSE IN PART; OR 

3. NOT ENDORSE

OPEGA’S REPORT.



OPEGA Also Performs Reviews Of Tax Expenditures 
(Incentives).  

This Will Be The Subject of A Separate Orientation 
Session At the January 24, 2025, Committee Meeting.



THE LEVIN CENTER FOR 
OVERSIGHT
AND DEMOCRACY WILL 
PRESENT
“BEST PRACTICES IN 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT”
TO THE COMMITTEE
AT THE JANUARY 24, 2025, 
COMMITTEE MEETING.



OPEGA 
IS ALSO PREPARED
TO OFFER
TOPIC-SPECIFIC 
ORIENTATION(S)
AT THE 
FEBRUARY 2025 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS.



OPEGA WORK IN PROGRESS:

• SELECT FINANCIAL OPERATIONS AT 
MAINE VETERANS’ HOMES

• WORKER SAFETY AT RIVERVIEW 
AND DOROTHEA DIX PSYCHIATRIC 
CENTERS

• CREDIT FOR MAJOR BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS EXPANSION



GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE v. DHHS



THE OPEGA DIRECTOR 
ALSO PRESENTS

TO THE COMMITTEE 
FOR ITS APPROVAL (MAY 2025):

A BIENNIAL BUDGET; AND 
AN ANNUAL WORKPLAN. 



THE OPEGA DIRECTOR ALSO SUBMITS 
AN ANNUAL REPORT 

TO THE COMMITTEE AND THE LEGISLATURE 
BY JANUARY 15.  

THE OPEGA ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024 IS IN 
MEMBER BINDERS.



COMMITTEE RULES WILL BE DRAFTED 
AND PRESENTED 

FOR 
COMMITTEE REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

SOON.



THERE ARE 
LETTERED TABS 
IN MEMBER BINDERS 
THAT DETAIL 
AUTHORITIES 
AND 
PROCESS.



A LIST OF 
TENTATIVE 
(TYPICAL) 
COMMITTEE 
MEETING DATES
IS ALSO IN 
MEMBER BINDERS.



OPEGA PLANS TO UNDERGO A PEER REVIEW 
IN 2025

BY
COUNTERPART STATE OFFICE REPRESENTATIVES

THROUGH THE 
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM EVALUATION SOCIETY.

A PROFESSIONAL STAFF ASSOCIATION OF THE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES.
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