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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
MEETING SUMMARY
December 6, 2018

CALL TO ORDER

Speaker Gideon called the December 6, 2018 organizational meeting of the 129" Legislative Council
to order at 3:07 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL
Senators: President Jackson, Senator, Libby, Senator Vitelli, Senator Dow and .
Senator Timberlake
Representatives: Speaker Gideon, ARepresentative Moonen and.Representative Dillingham
Absent: Representative Fecteau (arrived late), and Representative Stewart
R .Legislative Officers: Robert Hunt, Clerk of the House |

Grant T. Pennoyer, Executive Director of the Legislative Council
Dawna Lopatosky, Legislative Finance Director

Jackie Little, Human Resources Director

Suzanne Gresser, Révisor of Statutes

Chris Nolan, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review
John Barden, Director, Law and Legislative Reference Library
Nik Rende, Director, Legislative Information Technology

Speaker Gideon convened the meeting at 3:07 p.m. with a quorum of members present.

Speaker Gideon, declaring that a quorum was present and pursuant to the Rules of Procedure adopted
by the 128™ Legislative Council and the Joint Rules adopted by the 128% Maine Legislature, called
the first meeting of the 129® Legislative Council to order for the purposes of electing a Chair and a

Vice-chair of the Legislative Council, adoption of rules of procedures and such other matters of the
Legislative Council.

The Legislative Council’s Rules of Procedure prescribe the following with regard to the election of
Legislative Council Officers:
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Rule #2 provides that the position of Chair alternate in succeeding biennial sessions between a =
member from the Senate and a member from the House of Representatives. Thus, pursuant to

these Rules, the Chair for this new Legislative Council should be a Legislative Council member

who serves in the Maine Senate.

Rule #3 provides that the Vice-chair not be a member of the same body of the Legislature as the
Chair. Thus, the Vice-chair for the 129™ Legislative Council should be a member who serves in
the House of Representatives.

Speaker Gideon stated that unless there was objection, the Legislative Council would continue its
long-standing practice of conducting the vote by a showing of hands. Upon the election of a chair,
the chair will preside over the remainder of this meeting.

Hearing no objection, Speaker Gideon opened the floor for nominations for Chair of the Legislative
Council.

Nomination: That Senate President Troy Jackson of Allagash serve as Chair of the Legislative
Council for the 129 Legislature. (Nominated by Senator Libby, seconded by Representative
Moonen).

Speaker Gideon asked if there were further nominations. Hearing none, Speaker Gideon closed the
nominations. The vote for Legislative Council Chair was taken. Senate President Jackson was
elected to serve as Chair of the Legislative Council for the 129" Legislature. Motion passed
unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

President Jackson then presided for the remainder of the meeting. President Jackson proceeded to
open the floor for nominations for Vice-chair of the Legislative Council.

Nomination: That House Speaker Gideon of Freeport serve as Vice-chair of the Legislative

Council for the 129" Legislature. (Nominated by Senator Libby, seconded by Representative
Moonen).

President Jackson asked if there were further nominations. Hearing none, President Jackson closed
the nominations. The vote for Legislative Council Vice-chair was taken. Speaker Gideon was
elected to serve as Vice-chair of the Legislative Council for the 129" Legislature. Motion passed
unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

ADOPTION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE

Proposed Rules of Procedure for Legislative Council Adoption

Executive Director Pennoyer briefly explained the provisions of the suggested Rules of Procedure for
the Legislative Council of the 129" Legislature, which was revised from the rules for the Legislative
Council of the 128® Legislature.

Motion: That the Legislative Council adopt the proposed Rules of Procedure for the
Legislative Council of the 129" Legislature. Motion by Senator Libby. Second by
Speaker Gideon. Motion passed unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart
absent).
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[Note: A copy of the Rules of Procedure as adopted by the Legislative Council is attached.]

SUMMARY OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 MEETING OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Motion: That the Meeting Summary for September 20, 2018 be accepted and placed on
file. Motion by Speaker Gideon. Second by Senator Libby. Motion passed unanimously
(9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

OLD BUSINESS

Item #1: Council Actions Taken by Ballot
Decisions by Legislative Council Ballot:
Motion: That the Legislative Council approve the proposed Legislative Document

Service Rates for the First Regular Session of the 129™ Legislature as
submitted by the Clerk of the House.

Motion by: Speaker Gideon Second by: President Thibodeau
Date: October 29, 2018
Vote: 10-0 Passed

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1: Summary of Legislative Council Authority and Duties

Mr. Pennoyer gave an overview of the authority and duties of the Legislative Council as set forth
in Maine law. No action by the Legislative Council was required.

Item #2: Establishment of Salaries for Constitutional Officers and State Auditor

One of the initial decisions required of the Legislative Council once a new Legislature is
convened is the assignment of the salary for newly elected Constitutional Officers and a newly
elected State Auditor. State law prescribes the salary grade and the initial salary step for each
official or allows for step-increases for continuous service. The State Auditor has already
obtained the highest step in her salary grade.

Motion: That the Legislative Council establishes the salaries for the Constitutional
Officers and the State Auditor as follows: The Secretary of State to receive a step
increase from Step 8 to Step 9, effective January 1, 2019; the State Treasurer’s initial
salary upon taking office to be set at Step C (Step 3) within Salary Grade 88; and the
Attorney General’s initial salary upon taking office to be set at Step E (Step 5) within
Salary Grade 91. Motion by Speaker Gideon. Second by Senator Libby. Motion passed
unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).
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Item #3: Establishment of Salaries for Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House

Another initial decision required of the Legislative Council once a new Legislature is convened is
establishing the initial salary for a newly elected Secretary of the Senate and a newly elected
Clerk of the House. State law also prescribes the salary grade and the initial salary options for
each of the Legislative officials. Both the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House
having previously served in these positions qualify for step increases.

Motion: That the Legislative Council approves step increases for the Secretary of the
Senate to Step 4 and the Clerk of the House to Step 7 of Salary Grade 14 of the
Legislature’s salary schedule, in accordance with State law, effective December 5, 2018.
Motion by Speaker Gideon. Second by Senator Libby. Motion passed unanimously (9-
0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

Item #4: Legislative Council Policy on Processing Closely Related Legislator Bill Requests

Revisor Suzanne Gresser explained that in past sessions, the Legislative Council has established a
policy whereby the Office of the Revisor of Statutes was directed to combine legislator bill
requests for duplicate or closely related bills (Joint Rule 206). This provision of Joint Rule 206
has existed since the 118™ Legislature.

Joint Rule 206, Section 2 provides that:

For duplicate or closely related bills or resolves, the Legislative Council may establish a policy
Jfor combination of requests and the number of cosponsors permitted on combined requests.

Before the above language was adopted by the 118™ and subsequent legislatures, every bill was
simply processed and printed without regard to whether it was closely related to another. Since
the advent of the rule, however, each Legislative Council has used its authority to direct that the
Revisor’s Office in some manner combine closely related bills in order to facilitate the efficient
processing of bills.

When the 124" Legislature adopted a cloture deadline of mid-January, the process was modified
slightly in order to allow the printing of some bills in advance of the later cloture deadline. The
Legislative Council of the 124™ Legislature directed the Revisor’s Office to make reasonable
efforts to identify duplicate bills as the office processed them before cloture and to notify
sponsors as in the past, setting up primary and “mandatory” cosponsors. The Council recognized
that by printing bills prior to cloture, a number of potential duplicates would not be identified and
combined; however, the Council did not want to suspend the printing of bills until after the
cloture date because it would not further the Legislature’s goal of expeditious processing and
printing of bills.

Because the cloture deadline of the 129% Legislature is December 31, 2018, in order to facilitate
the expeditious processing of bills in the same manner as was done in the first regular sessions
since the 124™ Legislature, Ms. Gresser recommended that the Legislative Council adopt the
process that was established by the those legislatures.

Motion: That the Legislative Council adopt the Policy on Processing of Closely-Related
Legislator Bill Requests recommended by the Revisor for the 129% Legislature. Motion
by Senator Libby. Second by Senator Timberlake. Motion passed unanimously (9-0-0-
1, with Representative Stewart absent).
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Item #5: Legislative Council Policy on Legislator Attendance

Mr. Pennoyer reviewed provisions of the policy on Legislator Attendance. Pursuant to statute, the
Legislative Council must adopt this policy at the beginning of each new legislature.

Motion: That the Legislative Council adopt the Policy on Legislator Attendance for the
129" Legislature. Motion by Senator Libby. Second by Senator Vitelli. Motion passed
unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

Item #6: Legislative Council meeting schedule for 2019

Mr. Pennoyer reviewed the proposed Legislative Council meeting schedule for 2017.
Representative Fredette requested an additional Legislative Council meeting to be added to the
schedule. Speaker Gideon said that she would consider adding an additional meeting to the
schedule after she has had the opportunity to meet with the Governor.

Motion: That the Legislative Council adopt the proposed Legislative Council meeting
schedule for 2019. Motion by Senator Libby. Second by Senator Timberlake. Motion
passed unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

Item #7: Acceptance of Task Force on Health Care Coverage for All of Maine

The Task Force on Health Care Coverage for All of Maine submitted its report for acceptance by
the Legislative Council.

Motion: That the report from the Task Force on Health Care Coverage for All of Maine
be accepted and placed on file. Motion by Senator Vitelli. Second by Senator
Timberlake. Motion passed unanimously (9-0-0-1, with Representative Stewart absent).

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS

With no other business to consider or further announcements, the Legislative Council meeting was
adjourned at 3:43 p.m.
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129™ MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

MAINE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
129" LEGISLATURE

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Organizational Meeting: The Speaker shall call the biennial organizational meeting of
the Legislative Council into session in December following the convening of the new
Legislature and shall preside until the election of the chair of the Legislative Council.

Chair: At its organizational meeting, the Legislative Council shall elect a chair, who
shall preside at all meetings of the council when he or she is present. The position of
Legislative Council chair must alternate in succeeding biennial sessions between a
member from the Senate and a member from the House of Representatives. Therefore, for
the 129™ Legislature, the chair must be a Senator.

Vice Chair: The Legislative Council shall elect a vice-chair who shall serve as chair in
the absence of the chair. The vice-chair may not be a member of the same chamber of the
Legislature as that of the chair.

Quorum/Action: The Legislative Council may conduct business only when a quorum of
members is present, which consists of six (6) members. Any action of the council requires
the affirmative votes of not less than 6 members.

Meetings: The meeting schedule for the Legislative Council is determined by the call of
the chair for the 129™ Legislature or by a majority vote of the council. The council shall
meet on a regular schedule.

Meeting Room and Location: The official meeting location of the Legislative Council is
the Legislative Council Chamber, Room 334, in the State House, and the chair shall
convene all meetings there unless an alternative location is specified in the call of the
meeting. Meetings of the Legislative Council or its committees take precedence over all
other functions in the Legislative Council Chamber.

The Legislative Council Chamber may not be used for press conferences or other media
events; however, the chair of the Legislative Council or the Executive Director, if
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10.

11.

12.

13.

delegated by the chair, may authorize an exception when the chair determines that such
use is appropriate and will not interfere with legislative activities.

Meeting Notice: The chair or designee shall issue written calls for all regular and special
meetings of the Legislative Council. The call must give the date, time, and place of the
meeting and such other information as the chair directs.

Public Meetings: All meetings of the Legislative Council are public meetings except for
executive sessions; the council may not take any final action in an executive session.

Council Committees: The chair shall make all appointments to committees established
by the Legislative Council. Each committee must include at least three council members
and must have representation from each of the two major political parties. At a minimum,
the council shall establish the committees of Personnel, State House Facilities and the
Legislative Budget Subcommittee.

Approval of Step Increases: All step increases that require a vote of the Legislative
Council during the 129" Legislature are approved for the term of this council if, after
review, a majority of the Personnel Committee approves the step increases.

Council Agenda and Records: The Executive Director of the Legislative Council shall
prepare, in consultation with the chair, meeting notices and a council agenda in advance of
each meeting. The executive director shall also maintain an accurate, permanent public
record of all meetings, proceedings and votes of the Legislative Council.

Order of Business: The regular order of business of the Legislative Council is:

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Summary of Previous Council Meeting

4. Reports from the Executive Director and Staff Office Directors
5. Reports from Council Committees

6. Old Business

7. New Business

8. Announcements and Remarks

9. Adjournment

Items not on the Legislative Council’s agenda may bé considered only by leave of the
council’s presiding officer or by a majority vote of the Legislative Council.

Circulation of Ballots: The chair and the vice-chair, jointly, may authorize a ballot to be
circulated for Legislative Council action when they determine that the matter to be voted
on must be decided before the next regular meeting of the council. The executive director
shall prepare all ballots authorized for circulation among council members and shall
certify votes taken by ballot. Each member of the Legislative Council must be presented
with the ballot and given an opportunity to vote on the ballot. If a member is unable to
vote on a ballot by virtue of his or her absence from the State House, the member may
authorize the Executive Director to record and attest to his or her vote. Voting may also
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take place electronically via email through the Executive Director or designee. Upon

certification of the votes on a ballot, the executive director will report the results of the o
voting to the members of the Legislative Council. In addition, actions taken by
Legislative Council ballot must be reported at the next or following regular meeting of the
council.

14. Roll Call Votes: Votes requiring a roll-call shall be made by the executive director
calling the roll, a showing of hands or by electronic tabulation as long as the matter being
voted on, how each member voted and the results of the vote are accurately determined
and recorded. The executive director shall announce the vote following a roll-call. All
decisions of the Legislative Council regarding the introduction of bills or other measures
must be by a roll-call vote.

15. Statements to News Organizations: Only the chair of the Legislative Council, executive
director or persons specifically authorized by the chair may make official statements to
news organizations or to the public on behalf of or representing the Legislative Council.

16. Rules of Order: The Legislative Council’s presiding officer shall conduct the
proceedings of the council in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order except as otherwise
specified in the council's own rules or by law.

17. Amendments to Rules: The Legislative Council may amend these rules, with the
exception of Rules 2 and 4, upon a two-thirds vote of the Council members present and
voting, provided that a vote to amend is by at least six affirmative votes. Rules 2 and 4

may not be amended during the term of the 129™ Legislative Council unless otherwise
changed by law.

18. Decisions Affecting Capitol Park: Any action affecting Capitol Park, be it a temporary
or permanent alteration or change in use, must be approved by a majority of the Council,
consistent with these rules and 3 MRSA §162(17). Prior to a final decision on any
proposal affecting Capitol Park, the Council or its executive director shall consult with the
State House and Capitol Park Commission.

Adopted by the Legislative Council of the 129tll Maine Legislature on December 6, 2018 at
Augusta, Maine.

By: (\Zé\—p 7R ————

Gran‘e"T Pennoyer, Executlve Director f the Legléla’uve Council
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Legislative Council Policy
on Legislator Attendance

Pursuant to 3 MRSA, section 2, third paragraph, the 129" Legislative Council adopts the
following policy regarding excessive unexcused Legislators absences and the means of reducing
the offending member’s salary.

Recording Attendance

At the beginning of each session of the Senate, the Secretary of the Senate shall record the
Senators that are absent each legislative day. Senators that arrive late for a Senate session must
notify the Secretary of the Senate directly or indirectly through one of their floor leaders. The
President must approve all leave from a Senate session.

At the beginning of each session of the House, the quorum call will be the official record of
attendance. Members who miss the quorum call but did attend the session must notify the Clerk
of the House. The House shall provide forms to members to request leave for a legislative day.

Reporting Absences

At least on a monthly basis, the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House shall notify
Legislators who have one or more absences without leave.

After a member has accumulated 10 excused absences for the First Regular Session or 6 excused
absences for the Second Regular Session, the Clerk or Secretary will report the Member to their
respective presiding officer for further review. The presiding officer may refer the matter to the
Legislative Council’s Personnel Committee for further action.

Reducing Legislator Salaries for Excess Absences without Leave

Members that exceed the statutory threshold of number of absences without leave will have the
member’s salary reduced using the following graduated reductions.

During the First Regular Session, salaries will be reduced by $25 for each day above 5 days but
less than 11 days, by $50 per day for each day above 10 days but less than 16 days and $100 per
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day for each day greater than 15 days. Total salary reductions for absences without leave may
not exceed the member’s salary for the First Regular Session.

During the Second Regular Session, salaries will be reduced by $25 for each day above 3 days
but less than 7 days, by $50 per day for each day above 6 days but less than 10 days and $100
per day for each day greater than 9 days. Total salary reductions for absences without leave may
not exceed the member’s salary for the Second Regular Session.

During either session, if a member is absent without leave for more than 8 consecutive legislative
days, the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the House shall inform the Executive Director of
the Legislative Council, who shall suspend the member’s biweekly salary payments pending the
member’s return or approval of leave.

A Legislator may appeal salary reductions under this policy to the Personnel Committee of the
Legislative Council.

This revised policy is adopted by the Legislative Council and is effective as of the date of amendment.

By: m T

Exectitive Director of the Legislative Council T
Authority: 3 MRSA §2
Adopted: February 14, 2017

Effective Date: February 14,2017

Amended Date: September 20, 2018
' December 6, 2018
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Legislative Council
Meeting Schedule for 2019

The schedule for Legislative Council meetings for calendar year 2019 is listed below:

Thursday, January 24, 2019 Thursday, July 25,2019

Thursday, February 28, 2019 Thursday, August 22,2019

Thursday, March 28, 2019 Thursday, September 26, 2019

Thursday, April 25,2019 Thursday, October 24, 2019

Thursday, May 23,2019 Thursday, November 21,2019

Thursday, June 27, 2019 Thursday, December 19,2019 .

All Legislative Council meetings are scheduled for Thursdays, usually the fourth Thursday of each
month, in the Legislative Council Chamber, Room 334. Unless otherwise specified in the meeting
notices, the meetings will begin at 1:30 P.M.
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Executive Director’s Report
January 24,2019

1. Committee Room Micorphone Replacements

All of the committee room microphones have now been updated. Only the Legislative Council
Chamber still is using the old microphones. Replacement microphones have been ordered and when
they arrive, we will schedule the upgrade. The Senate Chamber also needs to be updated. That work
will be scheduled for the upcoming interim.

2. MELD Replacement Project

The information system project to replace the outdated bill production system, MELD, is progressing
well. We are on track to do some parallel production testing of bills and amendments during the 1%
Regular Session of the 129™ Legislature beginning in April with the complete switch over to the new
Bill Production System by the 2™ Regular Session.

3. Blood Drive at the State House

On Wednesday, Janliary 30, there will be a Red Cross blood drive in the Hall of Flags. To donate,
register online in advance. Limited opportunity for walk-ins may be available.

4. Benefits Fair

Representatives from Employee Health & Benefits, Maine Public Employees Retirement System,
WellStarME (Health Screening), and representatives of the Deferred Compensation Plans will be in
the Hall of Flags on the morning of Tuesday, February 12, for a Benefits Fair. The WellStarME staff
will also be scheduling appointments for Health Screenings on Wednesday, February 13 to help meet
the requirements of the Health Credit Premium Program.

T
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Fiscal Briefing

January 24, 2019
Prepared by the Office of Fiscal & Program Review

1. General Fund Revenue Update (see attached)

Total General Fund Revenue - FY 2019 ($'s in Millions)

Budget Actual Var, % Var. Prior Year % Growth
December $299.4 $309.3 $9.9 33% $277.6 11.4%
FYTD $1,891.2 $1,904.2 $13.0 0.7% $1,784.9 6.7%

General Fund revenue was over budget by $9.9 million (3.3%) for the month of December and by
$13.0 million (0.7%) for the fiscal year to date. These positive variances are in addition to the
December 2018 revenue forecast, which increased budgeted revenue by $99.2 million for FY
2019. Individual income tax revenue was under budget by $4.1 million for the month. Individual
estimated income tax payments were $11.7 million under budget for December but are still
expected to remain within budgeted levels when January’s estimated payments are made.
Individual withholding income tax payments were $11.1 million over budget for December, part
of which could also be a timing issue. Corporate income tax revenue was over budget by $17.6
million for the month, with most of the positive variance resulting from increased corporate
estimated payments. Sales and use tax revenue (November sales) was over budget by $2.4 million
for December. Partially offsetting these positive variances, BETE reimbursements to
municipalities were $10.2 million greater (negative impact on revenue) than budgeted for
December and may exceed current budget levels for the fiscal year.

2. Highway Fund Revenue Update (see attached)
Total Highway Fund Revenue - FY 2019 ($'s in Millions)

Budget Actual Var. % Var. Prior Year % Growth
December $23.9 $24.1 $0.2 0.9% $23.6 2.1%
FYTD $177.8 $177.5 (30.3) -0.2% $171.1 3.7%

Highway Fund revenue was over budget by $0.2 million (0.9%) for the month of December but

under budget by $0.3 million (0.2%) for the fiscal year to date. These variances are in addition to .
the December 2018 revenue forecast, which increased budgeted revenue by $4.9 million for FY :
2019. Fuel taxes were under budget by $0.4 million for the month and by $1.4 million for the 5
fiscal year to date. Motor vehicle registrations and fees were over budget for the month by $0.2

million and over budget for the fiscal year to date by $1.0 million. Motor vehicle inspection fees

were over budget by $0.3 million for the month but under budget by $0.1 million for the fiscal

year to date.

3. Cash Balances Update

The average balance in the cash pool for December was $1,371.4 million, down from November’s
average of $1,411.9 million but above both last December’s average balance and the ten-year
average for the month. General Fund internal borrowing from other funds was not needed in
December (has not been needed since April of 2016). The average Highway Fund balance of
$25.3 million in December was down from November’s average of $36.2 million but above last
December’s average balance. This normal December decrease was the result of the annual
payment to the Local Road Assistance program being made in December.
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Legislative Council Actions
Taken by Ballot Since the
December 6, 2018 Council Meeting

Requests for Introduction of Legislation:

LR 2247 JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS TO SUPPORT FEDERAL EMPLOYEES IN MAINE
AFFECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN AND TO TAKE
IMMEDIATE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION

Submitted by: Representative Catherine Nadeau
Date: January 15, 2019
Vote: 10-0-0-0 Passed
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SPONSOR:

LR#
2258

SPONSOR:

LR#
2231

2232

SPONSOR:

LR #
2253

SPONSOR:

LR #
2235

SPONSOR:

LR #
2242

SPONSOR:

LR #
2234

129th Maine State Legislature
Legislative Council
Requests to Introduce Legislation
First Regular Session

AFTER DEADLINE BILL REQUESTS
Rep. Kent Ackley

Title

An Act To Establish "Ballad of the 20th Maine" as the Official
State Ballad

Rep. Seth A. Berry

Title
Resolve, To Rename the Richmond-Dresden Bridge

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of

Maine To Require Transportation Funding Come from the
Highway Fund

Sen. Michael E. Carpenter

Title
An Act To Provide Fair Contracts in the Logging Industry

Rep. Benjamin Thomas Collings

Title
An Act To Continue Authorization of Seaplane Landings on
Katahdin Lake

Sen. Paul Davis

Title

Resolve, To Name the Route 7 Bridge in Corinna in Honor of
PFC Paul Earl Sudsbury

Rep. Erik C. Jorgensen

Title
An Act To Create an Endowment Fund for the State

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action
In Ballot Process

Action
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SPONSOR: Rep. Dennis L. Keschl =

LR # Title Action
2238 An Act To Improve State Park Facilities

SPONSOR: Sen. Dave Miramant

LR# Title Action
2243 An Act To Exempt Trailers Sold to Out-of-state Entities from

Sales and Use Tax

2251 An Act To Provide Consistency in the Laws Governing Culvert
Replacement
SPONSOR: Rep. Richard A. Pickett
LR # Title Action .
2257 An Act To Require Doctors To Provide Patients Detailed

Information on the Risks Associated with the Use of Schedule ||
Drugs Prior to Their Initial Prescription

SPONSOR: Rep. Rachel Talbot Ross
LR # Title Action
2236 An Act To Establish the 400 Years of African-American History

| Commission

JOINT RESOLUTIONS

SPONSOR: Sen. Shenna Bellows
LR # Title Action
223 JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING MAINE'S

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT THE
SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT OR OTHER
LEGISLATION TO REPEAL BOTH THE WINDFALL
ELIMINATION PROVISION AND THE GOVERNMENTAL
PENSION OFFSET PROVISIONS OF THE FEDERAL SOCIAL

SECURITY ACT
SPONSOR: Rep. Seth A. Berry
LR# Title Action
248 JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT OF

THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS TO ALLOW DRUGS TO BE IMPORTED FROM
CANADA

P18



SPONSOR:

LR#
2254

SPONSOR:

LR#
452

SPONSOR:

LR #
1339

SPONSOR:

LR #
887

SPONSOR:

LR #
1141

SPONSOR:

LR #
801

Sen. Brownie Carson

Title

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED
STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY TO
EXPRESS THE STATE'S OPPOSITION TO THE UNITED
STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY'S
REVISED SUPPLEMENTAL COST FINDING FOR THE
MERCURY AND AIR TOXICS STANDARDS

Rep. Donna R. Doore

Title

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED
STATES CONGRESS TO SUPPORT ELIMINATING THE
WINDFALL ELIMINATION PROVISION FROM THE FEDERAL
SOCIAL SECURITY ACT

Rep. Jeffrey Evangelos

Title

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS TO SUPPORT THE PLEDGES MADE BY THE
UNITED STATES IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT

Sen. Geoff Gratwick

Title

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED STATES
CONGRESS TO LEAD A GLOBAL EFFORT TO PREVENT
NUCLEAR WAR

Pres. Troy Dale Jackson

Title

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED
STATES INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE TO GRANT EVERY
POSSIBLE CONSIDERATION TO THE OFFER IN
COMPROMISE SUBMITTED BY QUR KATAHDIN

Rep. Chloe Sophia Maxmin

Title

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT
AND CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO SUPPORT
THE REFORM OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFSETS OF
THE GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET AND THE
WINDFALL ELIMINATION PROVISION

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This is the thirteenth annual report of the Right to Know Advisory Committee. The Right to
Know Advisory Committee was created by Public Law 2005, chapter 631 as a permanent
advisory council with oversight authority and responsibility for a broad range of activities
associated with the purposes and principles underlying Maine’s freedom of access laws. The
members are appointed by the Governor, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, the
Attorney General, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

As in previous annual reports, this report includes a brief summary of the legislative actions
taken in response to the Advisory Committee’s January 2018 recommendations and a summary
of relevant Maine court decisions from 2018 on the freedom of access laws. This report also
summarizes several topics discussed by the Advisory Committee that did not result in a
recommendation or further action.

For its thirteenth annual report, the Advisory Committee makes the following recommendations:

(] Enact legislation to require municipal officials to complete Freedom of Access Act
training when appointed to offices for which training is required if elected to those
offices;

(] Amend certain provisions of law in Titles 1 through 7-A relating to previously-enacted
public records exceptions;

U Enact legislation to establish a tiered schedule of fines for repeated willful violations of
the Freedom of Access Act within a four-year period; and

(] Establish a legislative study on remote participation.

In 2019, the Right to Know Advisory Committee will continue to discuss the unresolved issues
identified in this report, including its discussion of the establishment of a joint select committee
of the Legislature on government transparency and data privacy policy issues and the public
availability of information contained in electronic databases. The Advisory Committee will also
continue to provide assistance to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary relating to proposed
legislation affecting public access. The FOAA Remedies Subcommittee will meet with the
expectation to make recommendations concerning alternatives to enforcement of the FOAA
through the court process to the Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee looks forward
to another year of activities working with the Public Access Ombudsman, the Judicial Branch
and the Legislature to implement the recommendations included in this report.
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