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18 US Code, section 922(p)(1) Ban on undetectable firearms

{p)
(1} it shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, sell, ship, deliver, possess, transfer, or receive any
firearm—
{A)
that, after removal of grips, stocks, and magazines, is not as detectable as the Security Exemplar, by walk-
through metal detectors calibrated and operated to detect the Security Exemplar; or
(B)
any major component of which, when subjected to inspection by the types of x-ray machines commeonly used at
airports, does not generate an image that accurately depicts the shape of the component. Barium suifate or
other compounds may be used in the fabrication of the component.

{2) For purposes of this subsection—
(A}
the term “firearm” does not include the frame or receiver of any such weapon;
(8)
the term “major component” means, with respect to a firearm, the barrel, the slide or cylinder, or the frame or
receiver of the firearm; and

{C) the term "Security Exemplar” means an object, to be fabricated at the direction of the Atiorney General, that
is—

{i)

constructed of, during the 12-month period beginning on the date of the enactment of this subsection, 3.7
ocunces of material type 17—4 PH stainless steel in a shape resembling a handgun; and

(i)

suitable for testing and calibrating metal detectors:

Provided, however, That at the close of such 12-month period, and at appropriate times thereafter the Attorney
General shall promulgate regulations to permit the manufacture, importation, sale, shipment, delivery,
possession, transfer, or receipt of firearms previously prohibited under this subparagraph that are as detectable
as a “Security Exemplar” which contains 3.7 ounces of material type 17-4 PH stainless steel, in a shape
resembling a_handgun, or such lesser amount as is detectable in view of advances in state-of-the-art
developments in weapons detection technology.

(3}

Under such rules and regulations as the Attorney General shall prescribe, this subsection shall not apply to the
manufacture, possession, transfer, receipt, shipment, or delivery of a_firearm by a licensed manufacturer or any person
acting pursuant to a contract with a licensed manufacturer, for the purpose of examining and testing such firearm to
determine whether paragraph (1) applies to such firearm. The Attorney General shall ensure that rules and regulations
adopted pursuant to this paragraph do not impair the manufacture of prototype firearms or the development of new
technology.

(4)
The Attorney General shall permit the conditional importation of a firearm by a licensed importer or licensed

manufacturer, for examination and testing 1o determine whether or not the unconditional importation of such firearm
would violate this subsection.

(5} This subsection shall not apply to any firearm which—
(a)
has been certified by the Secretary of Defense or the Director of Central Intelligence, after consultation with the
Attorney Generat and the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, as necessary for military or
intelligence applications; and
(8)

is manufactured for and sold exclusively to military or intelligence agencies of the United States.

(6}
This subsection shall not apply with respect to any firearm manufactured in, imported into, or possessed in the United
States before the date of the enactiment of the Undetectable Firearms Act of 1988,
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18 U.S. Code §921. Definitions

U.S. Code Notes Authorities (CFR)

(a) As used in this chapter—

Page 1 of 11

(1) The term “person” and the term “whoever” include any individual,
corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, society, or joint
stock company.

{(2) The term “jnterstate or foreian commerce” includes commerce
between any place in a_State and any place outside of that State, or
within any possession of the United States_(not including the Canal
Zone) or the District of Columbia, but such term does not include
commerce between places within the same_State but through any place
outside of that_State, The term | State” includes the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rice, and the possessions of

(3) The term “firearm” means (A} any weapon (including a starter gun)
which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a
projectile by the action of an_explosive: (B) the frame or receiver of any

destructive device. Such term does not include an antique firearm.

(4) The term “destructive device” means—

(A) any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas—

(i) bomb,
(1i) grenade,

(iii) rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces,

https://www.law.cornell.edw/uscode/text/18/921 5/16/2019
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{(v) mine, or

{vi) device similar to any of the devices described in the
preceding clauses;

(B) any type of weapon (other than a
which the Attorney General finds is generally recognized as
particularily suitable for sporting purposes} by whatever name
known which will, or which may be readily converted to, expel a
projectile by the action of an_explosive or other propellant, and
which has any barrel with a bore of more than one-half inch in
diameter; and

(C) any combination of parts either designed or intended for use in
converting any device into any destructive device described in
subparagraph (A) or (B) and from which a destructive device may
be readily assembled.

The term “destructive device” shall not include any device which is
neither designed nor redesigned for use as a weapon; any device,
although originally designed for use as a weapon, which is
redesigned for use as a signaling, pyrotechnic, iine throwing,
safety, or similar device; surplus ordnance sold, loaned, or given
by the Secretary of the Army pursuant to the provisions of section
7684(2), 7685, or 7686 of title 10; or any other device which the
Attorney General finds is not likely to be used as a weapon, is an
antique, or is a_rifle which the_owner intends to use solely for

sporting, recreational or cultural purposes.

(5) The term “shotgun” means a weapon designed or redesigned,
made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and
designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of an
explosive to fire through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or
a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger.

(6) The term "short-barreled shotgun” means a_shotgun having one or
more barrels less than eighteen inches in length and any weapon made
from a_shotgun (whether by alteration, modification or otherwise) if
such a weapon as modified has an overall length of less than twenty-six
inches.

https://www.law.cornell.eduw/uscode/text/18/92 1 5/16/2019
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fire only a single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of
the trigger.

barrels less than 5|xteen mches in Iength and any weapon made from a
rifle (whether by alteration, modification, or otherwise) if such weapon,
as modified, has an overall length of less than twenty-six inches.

business of manufacturmg f:rearms or ammunltlon for purposes of sale
or dlstrzbutlon and the term “hcensed manufacturer means any such

business of repairing firearms or of making or fitting special barrels,
stocks, or trigger mechanisms to firearms‘ or (C) any_person who is a

licensed under the prov:szons of thIS chapter.

(12) The term "pawnbroker
occupation includes the taking or receiving, by way of pledge or pawn,
of any_firearm as security for the payment or repayment of money.

(13) The term ‘collector” means any._“_.erson"who acquires, holds, or

testimony in any criminal proceeding.

(16) The term “antique firearm” means— @

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/921 5/16/2019
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(A) any firearm (including any firearm with a matchiock, flintlock,
percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system) manufactured in
or before 1898; or

(B) any replica of any firearm described in subparagraph (A) if such
replica—

(i) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or
conventional centerfire fixed ammunition, or

(ii) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition

is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial
trade; or

loading pistol, which is designed to use black powder, or a black
powder substitute, and which cannot use fixed ammunition. For
purposes of this subparagraph, the term “antique firearm"” shall not

inciude any weapon which incorporates a_firearm frame or receiver,
any_firearm which is converted into a muzzle loading weapon, or any
muzzle loading weapon which can be readily converted to fire fixed
ammunition by replacing the barrel, bolt, breechblock, or any
combination thereof.

(17)

(A) The term “ammunition” means ammunition or cartridge cases,
primers, bullets, or propellent powder designed for use in any
firearm.

{(B) The term “armor piercing ammunition” means—

(i) a projectile or projectile core which may be used in a
handgun and which is constructed entirely {(excluding the
presence of traces of other substances) from one or a
combination of tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze,
beryllium copper, or depleted uranium; or

(ii) a full jacketed projectile larger than .22 caliber designed and
intended for use in a handgun and whose jacket has a weight of
more than 25 percent of the total weight of the projectile. o~
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Firearms Verification

National Firearms Act Definitions
Antique Firearm

28 U.S.C. § 5845(G)

For the purposes of the Naticnal Firearms Act, the term “Antique Firearms” means any firearm
not intended or redesigned for using rim fire or conventional center fire ignition with fixed
ammunition and manufactured in or before 1898 (including any matchlock, flintlock, percussion
cap or similar type of ignition system or replica thereof, whether actually manufactured before
or after the year 1888) and also any firearm using fixed ammunition manufactured in or before
1898, for which ammunition is no longer manufactured in the United States and is not readily
available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade.

Examples of "Antique Firearms” include:

Muzzleloading Rifie (made in or before 1898 or a Replica thereof)

: Hmuﬂr«!am;ii‘n-g Rifle
+ | rouis s nedion TSy o By i

Mondiflead s Sloernd
Mxptebrbndixlie Rifle

NOTIE: Thix Medification docs st result in

g vhange fu classificaeion of the srigingd
example Mazilcloading Riffe

» Determinants for Classification: Even though this weapon may exhibit a barrel shorter
than 16 inches and/or an overall length less than 26 inches, it Is not subject to NFA

https://'www.atf.gov/fircarms/fircarms-guides-importation-verification-firearms-national-fi... 5/11/2019
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regulations governing those dimensions because it employs a primitive ignition system
identified as an exempting characteristic.

Original Percussion Shotgun

Liepginal
Prizainiivg Shatin

bl Alrred
Frvstinmwbii. Sty

T NOTE: Thiv Mwdificatfon does aof resielt in
st chipaye f classiflontion of the erfgingd
exstapte sntigue Shitgnn

s Determinants for Classification: Even though this weapon may exhibit a barrel shorter
than 18 inches and/or an overall length less than 26 inches, it is not subject to NFA
regulations governing those dimensions because it employs a primitive ignition system
identified as an exempting characteristic.

Lhripinag
Anisgpur Hifle

MSlifiel vy Nbirami
Angue Wil

NOTE: Tlix Mediffcation dees resuft in o
chienge in cluxsification of the arigieel
& 4 s fer A petferirer Wiifer
Original Antigue Rifle example A rtfepre Riffe
« Determinants for Classification: Even though this weapon may exhibit a barrel shorter
than 16 inches, it is subject to NFA regulations governing those dimensions because it

~
employs a conventional ignition system and uses fixed ammunition that is readily available @
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through ordinary channels of commercial trade. Consequently, this weapon would be
classified as a “Short-barreled Rifle” and therefore all NFA regulations apply.

Original Antique Shotgun

» Determinants for Classification: Even though this weapon may exhibit a barrel shorter
than 18 inches and is less than 26 inches in overall length, it is subject to NFA regulations
governing those dimensions because it employs a conventional ignition system and uses
fixed ammunition that is readily available through ordinary channels of commercial trade.

Consequently, this weapon would be classified as a “Weapon made from a Shotgun” and
therefore all NFA regulations apply.

Go to top of page
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§393. Possession of firearms prohibited for certain persons

1. Possession prohibited. A person may not own, possess or have under that person's control a
firearm, unless that person has obtained a permit under this section, if that person:

A. A-1. Has been convicted of committing or found not criminally responsible by reason of
insanity of committing:

(1) A crime in this State that is punishable by imprisonment for a term of one year or more;

(2) A crime under the laws of the United States that is punishable by imprisonment for a
term exceeding one year;

(3) A crime under the laws of any other state that, in accordance with the laws of that
jurisdiction, is punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding one year. This subparagraph
does not include a crime under the laws of another state that is classified by the laws of that
state as a misdemeanor and is punishable by a term of imprisonment of 2 years or less;

(4) A crime under the laws of any other state that, in accordance with the laws of that
jurisdiction, does not come within subparagraph (3) but is elementally substantially similar to
a crime in this State that is punishable by a term of imprisonment for one year or more; or

(5) A crime under the laws of the United States, this State or any other state or the
Passamaquoddy Tribe or Penobscot Nation in a proceeding in which the prosecuting
authority was required to plead and prove that the person committed the crime with the use
of:
(a) A firearm against a person; or
(b) Any other dangerous weapon.
Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;

B. C. Has been adjudicated in this State or under the laws of the United States or any other state
to have engaged in conduct as a juvenile that, if committed by an adult, would have been a
disgualifying conviction:
(1) Under paragraph A-1, subparagraphs (1) to (4) and bodily injury to another person was
threatened or resulted; or
(3) Under paragraph A-1, subparagraph (5).
Violation of this paragraph is a Class C critne;

D. Is subject to an order of a court of the United States or a state, territory, commonwealth or
tribe that restrains that person from harassing, stalking or threatening an intimate partner, as.
defined in 18 United States Code, Section 921(a), of that person or a child of the intimate partner
of that person, or from engaging in other conduct that would place the intimate partner in
reasonable fear of bodily injury to the intimate partner or the child, except that this paragraph
applies only to a court order that was issued after a hearing for which that person received actual
notice and at which that person had the opportunity to participate and that:

(1) Includes a finding that the person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of an
intimate partner or a child; or
(2) By its terms, explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use or threatened use of physical
force against an intimate partner or a child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily
injury.

Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;

E. Has been:

(1) Committed involuntarily to a hospital pursuant to an order of the District Court under
Title 34-B, se¢ction 3864 because the person was found to present a likelihood of serious
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harm, as defined under Title 34-B, section 3801, subsection 4-A, paragraphs A to C;

(2) Found not criminally responsible by reason of insanity with respect to a criminal charge;
or

(3) Found not competent to stand trial with respect to a criminal charge.
Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;

F. Is a fugitive from justice. For the purposes of this paragraph, "fugitive from justice” has the
same meaning as in section 201, subsection 4. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;

G. Is an unlawful user of or is addicted to any controlled substance and as a result is prohibited
from possession of a firearm under 18 United States Code, Section 922(g)(3). Violation of this
paragraph is a Class D crime;

H. Is an alien who is illegally or unlawfuily in the United States or who was admitted under a
nonimmigrant visa and who is prohibited from possession of a firearm under 18 United States
Code, Section 922(g)(5). Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;

1. Has been discharged from the United States Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions.
Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime; or

J. Has, having been a citizen of the United States, renounced that person's citizenship. Violation
of this paragraph is a Class D crime.

For the purposes of this subsection, a person is deemed to have been convicted upon the acceptance
of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere or a verdict or finding of guilty, or of the equivalent in a
juvenile case, by a court of competent jurisdiction.

In the case of a deferred disposition, a person is deemed to have been convicted when the court
imposes the sentence. In the case of a deferred disposition for a person alleged to have committed
one or more of the offenses listed in section 1023, subsection 4, paragraph B-1, that person may not
possess a firearm during the deferred disposition period. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C
crime.,

For the purposes of this subsection, a person is deemed to have been found not criminally responsible
by reason of insanity upon the acceptance of a plea of not criminally responsible by reason of insanity
or a verdict or finding of not eriminally responsible by reason of insanity, or of the equivalent in a
juvenile case, by a court of competent jurisdiction.

1-A. Limited prohibition for nonviclent juvenile offemses. A person who has been
adjudicated in this State or under the faws of the United States or any other state to have engaged in
conduct as. a juvenile that, if committed by an adult, would have been a disqualifying conviction
under subsection I, paragraph A-1 or subsection 1-B, paragraph A but is not an adjudication under
subsection 1, paragraph C or an adjudication under subsection 1-B, paragraph B in which bodily
injury to another person was threatened or resulted may not own or have in that person's possession or
control a firearm for a period of 3 years following completion of any disposition imposed or until that
person reaches 18 years of age, whichever is later. Violation of this subsection by a person at least 18
vears of age is a Class C crime.

1-B. Prohibition for domestic violence offenses. A person may not own, possess or have under
that person's control a firearm if that person:

A. Has been convicted of committing or found not criminally responsible by reason of insanity
of committing:
(1) A Class D crime in this State in violation of Title 17-A, section 207-A, 209-A, 210-B,
210-Cor211-A; or

(2) A crime under the laws of the United States or any other state that in accordance with the
laws of that jurisdiction is elementally substantially similar to a crime in subparagraph (1).
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