
Reconsidering Education: The Impact of COVID-19



Magnet School: a public school 
offering special instruction/programs 

focused on a specific curricular theme, 

Maine Ocean School 
Quick Facts

● Opened September 2018, as 
Maine’s second Magnet School 
with 12 students

● Ocean-themed full high school 
curriculum, meeting ME 
standards

● Specialized academic programs 
for Marine Science, 
Transportation, Engineering 
and Management.

● “Hands on, Minds on” teaching 
practices to support the 
development of “hard skills” to 
prepare students for the real 
world



Prior to COVID-19 
(Fall 2019-Mar 2020) 
● 14 students, 4 staff
● Curricular focus on problem 

solving, teamwork, and real 
world skills

● Hands on learning opportunities
● Career exploration and trainings



March 2020
● Interdisciplinary student projects

○ Virus models
○ Epidemiology graphs
○ Emergency response plans

● Transition to virtual learning
○ Only 1 day to online classes
○ Implementation of Google 

classrooms
○ Daily live instruction
○ Consistent communication 

between students, teachers, 
parents, and Board



Spring Success Stories
● Continued academic progress
● Consistent student attendance
● Graduation of our inaugural class



Summer Focus
● Implementation of Virtual Summer 

program
● Student Recruitment/Enrollment
● Developing Framework for Return 

to Class Instruction 
● Preparing classrooms and securing 

necessary cleaning/protective 
equipment

● Updating technology 
● Determining strategies for  

instruction and assessment



Fall 2020
● 23 students from 14 different communities
● Virtual, hybrid, and in-person options
● Daily direct contact with teaching staff
● Hands on learning and fieldwork 

opportunities whenever possible



Student ProjectsSearsport Crab Survey

  Boat Design 

Workout Videos

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1k9gq5ZlcSgCl9lPrZxf8wK6iV3V13p9z/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/143NFvUw3-hjUQygUd3P0rTnPspP4lmBS/preview
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idD3dm0j_K0


● Maintained health and safety of 
entire school community

● Consistent student attendance & 
work completion

● Implementation of RTI structure 
for supporting students

● NWEA benchmark assessment 
for monitoring student progress

● Engagement with community in 
meaningful ways

Fall Success Stories



Key Success Strategies
● Proactive, safety focused decision 

making
● Establishing school-based norms to 

create a cohesive learning environment
● Consistent and frequent communication 

with parents
● Implementing supports to promote the 

development of study skills
● Maintaining a focus on students and 

having FUN!



Current Challenges
● Personnel Limitations
● Funding 
● Sunset Clause

Questions?


