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Instructional Goal:  

This course familiarizes students with the criminal statutes in Part 1 of Title 17-A, the Maine Criminal Code.  The course emphasizes the skill of navigating the statutes and understanding the categories and elements of crimes, rather than memorization of laws.  Emphasis is placed on crimes most frequently encountered by law enforcement officers.  Through discussion and scenario-based exercises, students will articulate their decisions regarding the application and enforcement of the criminal law.  The course also familiarizes students with Part 3 of Title 17-A, which addresses punishments.

Parts 1 and 3 of Title 17-A are taught in this class, Criminal Law Section 1.  Title 17-A Part 2 is broken up into several different classes, which group Chapters as follows and are generally taught in this order, interspersed with Evidence Collection and Related Laws, and Investigative Scenarios:
· Section 2 – Chapters 7, 9, 11, 12, 13 (Offenses of General Applicability, Offenses Against the Person, Sexual Assaults, Sexual Exploitation of Minors, Kidnapping and Criminal Restraint)
· Section 3 – Evidence Collection and Related Laws
· Investigative Scenario #1 – Brenda Moreau Complaint
· Section 4 – Chapters 15, 17, 27 (Theft, Burglary and Criminal Trespass, and Robbery)
· Investigative  Scenarios #2 – Fred Smith
· Section 5 – Chapters 18, 19, 29, 33 (Computer Crimes, Falsification in Official Matters, Forgery and Related Offenses, Arson and Other Property Destruction)
· Investigative Scenario #3 – Ted Williams
· Section 6 – Chapters 21, 23, 25, 31, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43 (Offenses Against Public Order, Offenses Against the Family, Bribery and Corrupt Practices, Offenses Against Public Administration, Prostitution and Public Indecency, Fraud, Unlawful Gambling, Criminal Use of Explosives and Related Crimes, Weapons)
· Investigative Scenario #4 – Emerson Street
· Section 7 – Chapter 45 (Drugs) – Chapter 45 is taught as a 3-hour specialty class in concert with the Drug Identification class. 

NOTE REGARDING INSTRUCTION OF THIS LESSON PLAN CONTENT – The expectation of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy (MCJA) is that the instructor will teach the concepts outlined in the lesson plan.  The MCJA expects and allows for variation in instruction style and allows individual instructors the creativity to use their own examples/scenarios as discussion points, reorder the concepts taught, and use the PowerPoint presentation prepared from this lesson plan or another PowerPoint addressing the concepts in the lesson plan.




PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit of instruction, the student will be able to accomplish the following objectives as outlined in the lesson:

3.5.1	Identify and distinguish between criminal and civil violations.

3.5.2	Identify the classification of crimes in the Maine Criminal Code.

3.5.3 	Identify selected punishment provisions in Part 3 of the Maine Criminal Code.  

3.5.4	Identify legal concepts in Part 1: General Principles of the Maine Criminal Code, including territorial jurisdiction, statute of limitations, jurisdiction over juveniles, elements of the crime, culpable mental states, burden of proof, and general and affirmative defenses.



