130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Require the Inclusion of Racial Impact Statements in the Legislative Process
L.D. 2
An Act To Require the Inclusion of Racial Impact Statements in the Legislative Process
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3650494a_ffa2_4147_b53][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__87857e09_1247_471f_a7de_f78f4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4ad463ac_8ab4_497c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_ea0a87e8_33d4_4908_ab3f_04653fe][bookmark: _PAR__1_fa3fa5a2_8051_4824_a50a_295123c3][bookmark: _LINE__1_397790e3_00b0_4363_b0f5_7a69a25]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__707e918c_c16e_41ba_9f65][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8a1dff0e_cf29_46f8_9d22_8d22][bookmark: _PAR__7_bd1b0c99_91ae_4b37_9513_2bc33dbb][bookmark: _LINE__8_2b2ec8c7_672d_46d5_b68c_326b602][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ac7fb823_a3ba_48ff_b0d][bookmark: _LINE__9_66470018_ca88_41f7_b3ec_f87578b][bookmark: _LINE__10_e896d8d5_8d47_49d0_b39a_11526f][bookmark: _LINE__11_88433a33_0ad6_4b20_8e16_895697]A.  "Legislative committee" means a joint standing committee of the Legislature, a joint select committee of the Legislature, a task force, commission or council or any other committee established by the Legislature and composed wholly or partly of Legislators for the purpose of conducting legislative business.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c90bfda8_63c7_462c_a09c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5fa5ac28_e360_4feb_89de_5ca3][bookmark: _PAR__8_503afd22_f760_4edd_b6f6_af9397bc][bookmark: _LINE__12_5aefe648_9090_49b4_9af8_665f9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__435f3daa_b685_413a_bb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fecdf80a_ef6a_434f_9272_c155][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4fa6480f_beb7_4910_9f1][bookmark: _LINE__13_956b3806_df93_45b1_8539_8ef862]B.  "Racial impact statement" means an assessment of the potential impact that legislation could have on historically disadvantaged racial populations.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__20531652_f2cf][bookmark: _PAR__11_611d5c7c_201c_4c8e_88e1_54cd08f][bookmark: _LINE__22_e653c281_18c9_4bd9_91d3_9506d3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__16969845_093e_4a0e][bookmark: _LINE__23_08c798b8_bb40_4b8e_a610_ba6070][bookmark: _LINE__24_a94cbf5e_7d64_4b6f_aac3_3b9094][bookmark: _LINE__25_1ff6d5c2_a39f_4469_8726_3b02da][bookmark: _LINE__26_c9ecda04_803a_411e_bf5f_0ff67e]Sec. 2.  Implementation of racial impact statement process pilot project.  The Legislative Council or its delegate shall perform a study to determine the best method to establish and implement a system of using racial impact statements for legislation.  For purposes of this section, "racial impact statement" means an assessment of the potential impact that legislation could have on historically disadvantaged racial populations.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_f5ed9e0b_82c8_4011_a2a1_2431784][bookmark: _LINE__31_375371b9_330c_4a98_ac07_055d70][bookmark: _LINE__32_78cd6756_04c6_4572_93d7_e5cf3f][bookmark: _LINE__33_f8a53f72_68e5_46d9_8c25_f681e2]B.  What data, analysis or other information is needed to produce a racial impact statement and what the best source of that data, analysis or other information is, such as, but not limited to, an executive branch department or agency; 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9901cbb2_e81b_4168_95a4_c2d2467][bookmark: _LINE__34_ab6e65fc_d14b_46f8_96c3_2c0a9d][bookmark: _LINE__35_bec60e81_a677_4286_afd6_e6f42a][bookmark: _LINE__36_f8889322_2acd_4aa8_9350_4d4f9d]C.  Specific policy areas that would benefit from the use of racial impact statements, including, but not limited to, education; health care; employment, including wages; housing, including home ownership; and criminal justice and public safety; 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_5a1b68f2_df7e_4819_b24d_456c2f7][bookmark: _LINE__37_4d8050cd_d8fe_41ac_8504_e45dbd][bookmark: _LINE__38_0dcaaf8c_a17c_45eb_a0a3_4c6213][bookmark: _LINE__39_a15b0a1e_69ea_4e7b_ae49_0daaba]D.  The costs of implementing the use of racial impact statements, either on a limited basis, such as for certain committees, policy areas or instruments, such as committee or floor amendments, or for all joint standing committees and all legislation; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_4ad1bf29_958e_49ef_92ac_c395d147][bookmark: _LINE__2_39c9f61f_f231_46b8_b913_fbf41f8][bookmark: _LINE__3_e8cee0fe_0c14_47db_8187_b6089fd][bookmark: _LINE__4_113aa5fd_525b_4f62_9211_4a13597][bookmark: _LINE__5_7fbe40d7_68c5_4e41_b8c4_5ae19bd][bookmark: _LINE__6_3f138dba_ceac_4cbd_bc8b_a663c1c][bookmark: _LINE__7_5dc9924b_d6e3_4ec8_a432_0ef9f83]2.  Findings; recommendations for limited pilot project.  The Legislative Council shall complete its study under subsection 1 no later than November 1, 2021 and compile a report with its findings.  Based on the information gathered pursuant to subsection 1 and its findings, the Legislative Council shall implement, no later than December 1, 2021, a pilot project for the limited use of racial impact statements in the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature.  
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_3667cf01_7a73_4175_955c_e63a4d29][bookmark: _LINE__14_8a40360b_12e9_4011_bfca_2c6b95][bookmark: _LINE__15_a37ebab4_1bf1_45bd_94c4_ea3e44]D. What resources or adjustments to the committee process will be needed to facilitate the inclusion of racial impact statements; 
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_77080a17_19d7_4a22_bfe4_83e1206][bookmark: _LINE__19_3116984c_b6d4_4bdd_9430_bcb94e][bookmark: _LINE__20_9fc2702d_c936_4c75_8d49_6593b1][bookmark: _LINE__21_8b7682b4_6ad7_4024_bb75_3e934b][bookmark: _LINE__22_3a0da2ab_4452_458a_8449_f412c1]3.  Report by pilot project committees.  The chairs of each joint standing committee that was a part of the pilot project established pursuant to subsection 2 shall provide a report to the Legislative Council no later than 30 days following adjournment of the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature. The report must include:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_cc822152_ad73_4a15_a83c_932d98f][bookmark: _LINE__23_37d1507b_9fd9_4b89_804b_1dc793][bookmark: _LINE__24_859b2e99_6aaf_420f_8dc2_0a5a5b]A.  The number of pieces of legislation and the types of legislation for which racial impact statements were requested and used;
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_21b84840_4d1c_4c6a_8b54_115f0e9][bookmark: _LINE__28_a53f883e_a68f_4402_af00_a842fa][bookmark: _LINE__29_308fa56b_1d15_432c_90f8_3bbda8]D.  The cost, if any, to the joint standing committee from obtaining or developing racial impact statements.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_b74a795b_9c99_416c_891f_3ab0d72][bookmark: _LINE__30_33ba1b58_cec3_4f09_bd43_b56df4][bookmark: _LINE__31_18c254c1_e6f8_4db9_8572_87d2a1][bookmark: _LINE__32_aad452da_41e3_48c7_9be0_a611d9][bookmark: _LINE__33_30f73772_88ce_4764_a7b3_2fd345]Based on the report of the joint standing committees, the Legislative Council shall determine whether to expand or eliminate the use of racial impact statements and make that recommendation to the Legislative Council of the 131st Legislature no later than December 15, 2022.
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[bookmark: _PAR__18_69d7d644_2536_4335_b0f8_400959a][bookmark: _LINE__35_ff2eb2f4_2c75_46d6_b708_29401c][bookmark: _LINE__36_edb2f025_ddd1_4b7a_aa25_f1ca6d][bookmark: _LINE__37_3f0f4ee2_9979_480f_80ba_1e4a7a][bookmark: _LINE__38_b90a4dbf_1e1a_4e6b_ab05_80da20][bookmark: _LINE__39_036cef49_3adc_4c1a_98bc_deac2f]This bill requires, upon the request of a committee of the Legislature, the commissioner of a department or director of an agency to provide to that legislative committee data, analysis and other information necessary to prepare a racial impact statement, which is an assessment of the potential impact that legislation could have on historically disadvantaged racial populations.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_6835b572_c861_494e_a096_cc21258][bookmark: _PAR__1_fd04d078_4f17_4407_84e0_0bad604d][bookmark: _LINE__1_a374e924_8aea_42e3_b211_111c94d][bookmark: _LINE__2_bd4d23f5_1dd3_45f7_a7cd_0a63b2a][bookmark: _LINE__3_0925a6f0_790f_48b1_9a4a_206fd84][bookmark: _LINE__4_d8060661_8b28_47f9_b092_2e29cc0][bookmark: _LINE__5_6e757445_70d9_46df_8988_e4e34ad][bookmark: _LINE__6_e80c091e_7fd0_4e5e_8db0_10eff72][bookmark: _LINE__7_9cb94681_a519_439e_8a34_6bdeed9][bookmark: _LINE__8_61f38ea0_f8eb_43d6_9c29_299c154]This bill also requires the Legislative Council to conduct a study to determine the best method to establish and implement a system of using racial impact statements for legislation.  Based on its findings, the Legislative Council is directed to establish a limited pilot project for the use of racial impact statements for the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature.  A joint standing committee that participates in the pilot project is required to report to the Legislative Council regarding the use of racial impact statements and, based on that report, the Legislative Council is required to make a recommendation for the use of racial impact statements in the 131st Legislature.
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