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An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Post-conviction Review in Order To Facilitate the Fair Hearing of All Newly Discovered Evidence
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__da73c6f8_f214_4dcf_946][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__590cce8f_3cc3_4808_b739_8b7e4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4efd5991_82df_46ec_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_3886a71d_c4de_45a7_8ed6_fb5b68a][bookmark: _PAR__1_32a5f937_50ae_4967_930e_88fcf175][bookmark: _LINE__1_df78d728_68c9_46ba_ae5f_24db4b0]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7f691f90_ffc0_4bbf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3115bb60_3874_4dcd_a600_3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__6190ea7c_2856_4dc7_b3][bookmark: _PAR__2_2a8a38e8_0a15_47f9_bf8b_ccdedbc7][bookmark: _LINE__2_ce4541a7_02c7_4b86_ad8f_58cdb22][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__411201ab_85ac_4efc][bookmark: _LINE__3_aadf915a_bd13_4f9a_b661_a3b210c]Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §2128-B, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 601, §11, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__63b07327_48f5_446d_87e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d0efa564_07d0_4138_8b4a_b8cf][bookmark: _PAR__7_abf70404_b28d_446a_88b2_17dc63b9][bookmark: _LINE__16_4c60ebce_dadb_4c52_8f20_accb0d][bookmark: _LINE__17_17d0e1ae_2d7e_4590_8586_098014][bookmark: _LINE__18_e5a8fa55_b00a_4285_ab4a_0f9844]The time during which a properly filed petition for writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court of the United States with respect to the same criminal judgment is pending is not counted toward any period of limitation under this subsection.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_35f356b6_d901_477d_a017_fcf20f3][bookmark: _LINE__30_ff20e4d9_8c88_473e_a50b_270a53][bookmark: _LINE__31_1c4bca36_33a5_42d2_b9af_bb3544][bookmark: _LINE__32_8dc0ed1a_81cc_45dc_a6e0_4e42d7]This bill provides that there is no deadline for filing a petition for post-conviction review based on newly discovered evidence.  The court may require the petitioner to provide additional information about the nature of the newly discovered evidence.  
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d66d3c78_b81a_44f0_9200_d998234][bookmark: _LINE__33_8241996d_7539_42f7_857c_9c5a60][bookmark: _LINE__34_3520026c_6586_4e99_8890_1383ec][bookmark: _LINE__35_2168953f_bcab_45dc_96b3_14cad3][bookmark: _LINE__36_b887abba_69c6_45a1_b4ec_c84d44]This bill ensures that a person may seek post-conviction review on the basis of newly discovered evidence even if the person had filed for review and the petition was dismissed because it was untimely filed or because the evidence was not discovered earlier because of the lack of due diligence. 
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