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An Act To Improve Dental Health for Maine Children and Adults with Low Incomes
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bae5c911_b0c4_4971_acd5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c6a3fdc0_646d_407a_9caa_2e51][bookmark: _PAR__8_8d8229e9_828d_4d0e_b011_b0f2624b][bookmark: _LINE__16_12a274d7_4649_47dd_b54c_92c1d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3f9fc5c5_e18f_4d00_b35][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__06551b1e_5aa8_4dca_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3ed7ba3c_7817_45fd_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9bcf5b57_b9eb_4395_ac][bookmark: _LINE__17_65bb809f_4e0b_4a3a_ad03_462c97][bookmark: _LINE__18_9ce33859_bc87_4e8a_9175_961879][bookmark: _LINE__19_ba240d64_8f19_461d_b5f7_889f8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1af5ecbc_ca0c_409c_9a]F.  Other dental services, including full Full and partial dentures, medically necessary to correct or ameliorate an underlying medical condition, if the department determines that provision of those services will be cost-effective in comparison to the provision of other covered medical services for the treatment of that condition.; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4151131b_df68_4bc1_87e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__853d8dab_ba92_4694_a6cc_385e][bookmark: _PAR__14_75bf2fc6_7c8b_4920_95b4_6dbdf80][bookmark: _LINE__38_1784ada8_fce0_4813_b83e_20225e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3fa1ec47_8fd5_474f_98d][bookmark: _LINE__39_30edc200_3e72_4987_b3c7_17ddf4][bookmark: _LINE__40_a7eb89b6_7738_448e_af77_634b0b][bookmark: _LINE__41_e6d28aed_56db_488e_bc39_d532d3][bookmark: _LINE__42_7612aa86_f3ee_4152_ab66_b62a32][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__dd0473cb_2e04_468d_89cc_4c7][bookmark: _PAGE__2_d3fd4935_6638_404b_9bd7_bc73272][bookmark: _PAR__1_05f95663_c1d7_464a_8bcf_a5fb0ffb][bookmark: _LINE__1_f9c00506_6124_4912_9ef9_95f56a1][bookmark: _LINE__2_f907cc9f_855b_4bd8_ade0_658cf7a][bookmark: _LINE__3_87706fea_9c3d_4859_bbe8_9f0166a]A.  The department shall develop the dental incentive payment program by rule.  The dental incentive payment program must reward dentists who significantly increase the number of MaineCare members that enroll as patients or who provide dental services to a disproportionate number of MaineCare members.  For fiscal year 2021-22 and annually thereafter, the department shall provide $1,000,000 in incentive funding to dentists.  The $1,000,000 in incentive funding can include reimbursements to dentists through the federal Medicaid program and the Cub Care program established in section 3174T.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__dce957af_d0c2_4538_9290_755][bookmark: _PAR__4_2fe6177b_8f47_4382_b047_fa9b42e0][bookmark: _LINE__11_c282fa6d_9c6e_4e19_b81c_b7719c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__23ac2d16_8d72_4e06_9d86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ef8c3fa_154a_43ef_974][bookmark: _LINE__12_acb39e9c_d5ca_4dc9_aca7_bb5bcb][bookmark: _LINE__13_08394da8_ba87_4e8b_8b28_b63e69][bookmark: _LINE__14_cd8f64ac_29f8_4427_87ee_272939][bookmark: _LINE__15_c91561cb_e24c_4455_b8d5_a847ad][bookmark: _LINE__16_de3a42bb_4468_401e_bfdf_3780c1][bookmark: _LINE__17_286217c4_298f_4043_af7a_04b79a](1)  Convene a working group to recommend improvements to the dental incentive payment program that will better ensure effectiveness in increasing access to dental care for MaineCare members.  The working group must consist of members representing MaineCare members, a statewide dental association, a statewide dental hygienists association, a statewide primary care association and other persons with policy expertise or experience in promoting access to dental care for individuals with low incomes; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__926c9744_1820_4722_ab94_e45][bookmark: _PAR__5_7979ac66_ffc0_4319_abfa_f8f27e07][bookmark: _LINE__18_4b2b926d_a21b_4a50_81b1_ca3a80][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__df9306e3_5de7_41e3_b258][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9e19913b_c19f_400b_af3][bookmark: _LINE__19_0e5f8f29_f201_4253_8fb8_31302e][bookmark: _LINE__20_5457eeff_1635_44a7_8777_602c13][bookmark: _LINE__21_981d5ecd_b83b_4ba7_b095_cacadb][bookmark: _LINE__22_0f4049fe_6ea4_497d_9d60_a7f700](2)  Adopt rules to restructure the dental incentive payment program.  When adopting rules, the department shall consider the recommendations of the working group pursuant to subparagraph (1) and the department's experience with the dental incentive payment program and the experience of other states with similar programs.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_a315155e_7c5e_4117_882b_f3509bfe][bookmark: _LINE__27_a3fa8dd7_0eec_4fc1_8da3_25a64f][bookmark: _LINE__28_b357c4b0_288a_4424_acfb_60b13a][bookmark: _LINE__29_d86aa0df_892d_44ff_a9fd_af3819][bookmark: _LINE__30_fd573f67_f5e7_4662_b6eb_f55846]1.  Rulemaking.  By January 1, 2022, the Department of Health and Human Services shall adopt an emergency rule to implement provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3174U, subsection 2.  When adopting rules, the department shall consider recommendations provided by a working group pursuant to subsection 2.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_eea05658_85a1_423e_aa4a_29aa86c8][bookmark: _LINE__31_975ab500_634c_4d4a_8ae5_782a62][bookmark: _LINE__32_3ca1679d_ba81_4062_a6f4_58e931][bookmark: _LINE__33_6b4d2c87_018a_4b79_a825_c3e6d3][bookmark: _LINE__34_c990ed3a_0a5b_47a8_8a0c_b856de][bookmark: _LINE__35_a3f38d99_6f15_457b_8510_0b7e82][bookmark: _LINE__36_c18902b8_fbc5_4353_93f6_a0c25a][bookmark: _LINE__37_65f9c786_7f34_411e_8de9_612ade][bookmark: _LINE__38_b191f7b3_8107_4e74_952b_96fbe4][bookmark: _LINE__39_3e3bbf45_67e2_4073_98d2_c93a59][bookmark: _LINE__40_257fb8cd_9272_43b0_b192_d1c5aa][bookmark: _LINE__41_0a81f5df_c657_41f1_9f7a_7bf892]2.  Working group.  No later than October 1, 2021 and prior to adopting rules pursuant to subsection 1 to implement provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3174U, subsection 2, the Department of Health and Human Services shall convene a working group to make recommendations to the department for the design of a dental incentive payment program rewarding dentists who significantly increase the number of MaineCare members that enroll as patients or who provide dental services to a disproportionate number of MaineCare members.  The working group must consist of members representing MaineCare members, a statewide dental association, a statewide dental hygienists association, a statewide primary care association and other persons with policy expertise or experience in promoting access to dental care for individuals with low incomes.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_85d6f80d_ddb2_4923_9fc6_7361edfd][bookmark: _LINE__4_5136100b_dcda_449f_8fc9_c572d00][bookmark: _LINE__5_6cdae67a_7c96_4480_868d_662432d][bookmark: _LINE__6_808a1386_1c42_4041_b824_0b15d59][bookmark: _LINE__7_a6794b4a_b914_41ca_9b8a_fa4c35a][bookmark: _LINE__8_d28836d9_2284_4059_9946_c5a7ee6][bookmark: _LINE__9_834049c7_5a6a_482d_b93b_1632167][bookmark: _LINE__10_75bb2aa6_7559_4221_9be6_6e20f2][bookmark: _LINE__11_99473383_2d88_4496_95ee_4a09c1]This bill adds access to comprehensive medically necessary preventive, diagnostic and restorative dental services to the limited dental services currently available to MaineCare members 21 years of age and over.  It also establishes a dental incentive payment program for dentists to increase access to dental care for MaineCare members, including children, and requires the Department of Health and Human Services to convene a working group to make recommendations on the design of the program.  It provides for the establishment of benchmarks to measure the effectiveness of the dental incentive payment program over time.
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