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L.D. 185
An Act To Abolish Mandatory Political Caucuses
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c16ca31a_987c_4229_8ab][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__59b26545_8dd8_4859_bfe9_f62f2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b1bc5fa1_6051_4fe7_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_5aa90b4d_6e8e_4d12_8eef_c1defe1][bookmark: _PAR__1_9a553a14_bc12_445f_8d11_e97a634b][bookmark: _LINE__1_05e2a1f5_9e85_459b_a790_c053c64]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__55b7fffb_1d6b_41dc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__50984cad_a874_476c_a704_4][bookmark: _PAGE__3_480ebfd4_3ad1_455e_9451_34b3bc1][bookmark: _PAR__1_19da322d_9cfe_411b_9318_ce24c3f4][bookmark: _LINE__1_2468bcea_49b4_42ac_a634_2147c3a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5969c533_8621_4713][bookmark: _LINE__2_7da797b4_f63a_4224_8efd_5651888]Sec. 14.  21-A MRSA §365, as amended by PL 2019, c. 636, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__30ee1ed7_3722_4762_9827_eda5][bookmark: _PAR__2_fa0af12e_58cd_4ab2_b0a9_b0b3f712][bookmark: _LINE__3_6bad789d_59fa_4a9b_8ebf_33f7f77][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2569a53_d131_40d1_a8e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__62cc7452_34cd_4e2b_96]§365.  Jurisdiction
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__efebe920_1a5a_4e74_ae7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ca69c790_9796_4763_ab51_64fe][bookmark: _PAR__3_e5b14f48_f028_4219_9fab_cb8ad2b3][bookmark: _LINE__4_10cb5d7b_b7a0_472b_aeff_7c3703b][bookmark: _LINE__5_59443e14_ca8f_4ade_be84_c14a3d4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26d8575d_67a1_4ee5_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__819988fa_bd7f_4b1d_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49b50934_9b93_4572_8d][bookmark: _LINE__6_281486a6_0e05_4b53_bbec_1ddee5b]The political committee that has jurisdiction over the choice of a candidate for nomination or a nominee to fill a vacancy under sections 371, 374-A, and 381 and 382 is as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7df24b2c_4181_4dfa_835d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ca525692_c520_4d98_be64_f56][bookmark: _PAR__4_1b3ddff7_7a80_4270_b81d_f37b9300][bookmark: _LINE__7_1046ed75_ef34_4211_b40e_500a52e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a7f8d75f_6790_4482_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a1a09205_6800_4128_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e4320fab_e3d3_44f5_b0d][bookmark: _LINE__8_0b1d435a_7799_4b0f_aad5_532f71c][bookmark: _LINE__9_ea550f92_689e_450f_9cea_e93610b][bookmark: _LINE__10_494dc191_e434_488c_b9d2_82b21e][bookmark: _LINE__11_d3bec8ad_1859_4fab_9d5f_da2d2d][bookmark: _LINE__12_d4804833_0ea7_453d_9af2_04bb97]1.  Municipal committee.  Choices for Representative to the Legislature must be made by a municipal committee when a representative district consists of one municipality, by a joint meeting of municipal committees when a representative district consists of 2 or more municipalities or by members of a municipal committee or committees residing within a representative district when the representative district includes a part of a municipality or parts of different municipalities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f186b87_27ce_416c_b406][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f778b242_7210_4fb5_8a63_a49][bookmark: _PAR__5_c9bb2941_e1cd_465c_a4dc_d3d23bd2][bookmark: _LINE__13_2ff363f6_7a5e_489f_9e51_812c58][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__48bbb6d6_2fa0_4779_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c469d64a_3045_4fed_9ef][bookmark: _LINE__14_bcbda5c6_6c0c_4fbc_942a_e0b3d6][bookmark: _LINE__15_4789abb4_79f0_4ada_a869_ff6eed][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1a28fbf1_7b3e_46de_a1][bookmark: _LINE__16_3117fcda_58ce_488f_b985_76a453][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e5060b04_6ce2_4c45_81][bookmark: _LINE__17_137b9bf1_bad4_4782_a373_5c8ead]2.  County committee.  A county committee makes choices for all county offices, except that committee members residing within county commissioner districts make choices for county commissioner, and committee members residing within senatorial districts make choices for State Senator and committee members residing within representative districts make choices for Representative to the Legislature.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__768c0cde_383f_4469_a608][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__03a1d079_4a2c_4f94_aa5d_6cd][bookmark: _PAR__6_6f1b4bc4_e757_4a02_a700_4b6cc36e][bookmark: _LINE__18_26ea192d_94a9_452d_9114_c7d82b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5d80ca01_f711_43f9_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5c3fdfe1_f53c_44db_b18][bookmark: _LINE__19_5cb74fa6_f42a_4a4d_abd5_435f13]3.  District committee.  A district committee makes choices for Representative to Congress.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80010124_9417_4287_b609][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ff1a14ab_fc00_4e39_9821_945][bookmark: _PAR__7_f05286d0_48fe_4145_8238_04582730][bookmark: _LINE__20_327ae71d_f489_41ca_88d1_cd13b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f861b559_2419_4f75_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1583e85f_9277_4bae_a65][bookmark: _LINE__21_835ffd50_9eff_42d0_a73f_17ce5b]4.  State committee.  A state committee makes choices for Governor, United States Senator and presidential elector.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3623c764_5477_406e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3f396b3d_ab93_4c3f_a512_3][bookmark: _PAR__8_2af25598_2f30_40cd_a8c5_e120122d][bookmark: _LINE__22_bc7e18cd_79a5_404c_8c18_06ebfd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0ea83b6a_c61e_4180][bookmark: _LINE__23_fb9b097e_4ed5_4191_9e60_5c7338]Sec. 15.  21-A MRSA §381, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436, §56, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__360f1cf6_b18d_438d_b550_82b7][bookmark: _PAR__9_486498ea_7b08_47ef_959d_faa962fc][bookmark: _LINE__24_38bd2059_81db_419c_bd71_1d092a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__935bc0e0_ebb9_4d5a_a228][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__47014a67_8d32_4c76_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__baf1d7ba_6d8a_4af3_89]§381.  State Senators and Representatives to the Legislature
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8bb7c057_11a8_4d16_9c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__663a4881_2118_4234_8290_23b0][bookmark: _PAR__10_da393a26_0ee1_46e1_bfec_db27493][bookmark: _LINE__25_d10fed57_5f4a_4ab2_be64_e1b660][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__65333d94_62e9_4f96_87][bookmark: _LINE__26_ae57b604_b976_48ac_9077_d7fe7d][bookmark: _LINE__27_6b9cb83a_c808_4a89_bf16_bb894f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__831eebc8_16d0_47fa_a1f]When there is a vacancy in the office of State Senator or Representative to the Legislature, the Governor shall issue a proclamation declaring the vacancy and ordering a special election under section 366.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c031dfbb_c0a3_43e4_899a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b5d15a43_22f2_4945_a7c2_c71][bookmark: _PAR__11_68fb76e2_e0c2_45de_852f_8b3a41e][bookmark: _LINE__28_357231dd_a048_4c99_9a30_f890c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6f6adcc3_28fd_4fbd_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4bfde3e9_4586_42bc_ad8][bookmark: _LINE__29_207fa14b_9443_4a44_92dc_ba2e9e][bookmark: _LINE__30_60a5d0df_34ca_401a_bdcb_28b98a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__83fe93fb_064e_4df2_89e]1.  Nominees chosen.  The Governor shall order the appropriate political committees to meet and shall set the deadline for choosing nominees.  The political committees shall follow the procedure outlined in section 363.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d7c1fc87_14b5_4b8b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ed70a018_10b8_4ad0_b6bb_4][bookmark: _PAR__12_0f8a927a_e830_47ad_9703_7a6cc16][bookmark: _LINE__31_41ba52a6_2337_4461_a1a6_931e21][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3964fd43_a79e_4721]Sec. 16.  21-A MRSA §382, as amended by PL 2011, c. 409, §2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__0aff27a2_e4f4_4ee0_b813_75fbf0][bookmark: _PAR__13_1635068d_e1ee_4dec_a257_e599993][bookmark: _LINE__32_91bbb5e5_3f76_44e1_acd7_d2cbba]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__14_bb583dd8_ed57_4bd7_8c5c_6ac4ba7][bookmark: _LINE__33_ec6fce5c_4203_41a8_9190_f10c1e]This bill eliminates mandatory municipal caucuses under state law by:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3e7695d5_d74d_478b_a86e_7488efe][bookmark: _LINE__34_bee117db_aea1_44e9_b5b3_c2c1d1][bookmark: _LINE__35_e052ffa9_6f48_41f6_8e34_24914b][bookmark: _LINE__36_a0c61bc0_2015_4e3e_acdc_dfdaf7]1.  Repealing the requirements that a political party hold municipal caucuses to participate in a primary election or to have the party designation of its candidates printed on a general election ballot;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6e66e9b5_2cc2_45cd_a6d4_1268a17][bookmark: _LINE__37_47871226_2338_4fbb_b48c_3c139d][bookmark: _LINE__38_b6467142_07c3_4f11_a989_433d7f][bookmark: _LINE__39_c3c5c9be_aba9_42c0_b1b2_655028]2.  Clarifying that the state committee of each political party may, by party rule, determine whether the delegates to its state convention must be elected at biennial municipal caucuses or selected by county committees; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_b05cc4bd_37a1_4fba_90a2_783e6e5][bookmark: _PAR__1_30072bb2_37f7_4add_9e82_4aec207d][bookmark: _LINE__1_dfe947b6_206f_4101_b8f8_426e899][bookmark: _LINE__2_e317b974_4d5e_4977_9f8a_0cd6bed][bookmark: _LINE__3_95fcc57c_af72_463a_8457_5bb2b62]3. Authorizing the members of a party’s county committee residing within a representative district to choose a nominee to fill a vacancy for Representative to the Legislature.
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