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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE
_____
H.P. 34 - L.D. 68
An Act To Support Life and Career Readiness Education in Maine
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__2777596a_8ac4_46b5_8e3][bookmark: _PAR__1_78c4cdd1_58d3_4ef0_89bb_f385e7ae][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__2369e1bd_3058_4767_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__33579611_fa4b_4b12][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a4d858cc_a807_4c47_9c3e_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__30ef516d_2927_40d1_9a47_1c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__d7f8dcbe_1490_4217_b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__84c3aa7d_8e87_4983]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §4711, as amended by PL 2019, c. 106, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__016bbf1f_8413_4a14_8ff4_c7e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__651107ab_d546_4c5c_8b36][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ed4fd335_f4cd_4bb1_86]§4711.  Elementary course of study
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ed4fc9ed_4b52_495f_84f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6c718989_e70c_4c81_9c29_93fb][bookmark: _REV__cb04f9db_ac69_486f_b45d_baf4abe6ec][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0f1914ff_0bf8_4f0c_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9ae71432_9a40_45c4_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7301ecef_672e_4d48_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8e20e8d0_2ca9_45ff_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ed57419e_ecc6_4821_b0][bookmark: _REV__24541070_0a65_4b60_be85_6ad412a709][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6c253899_c980_4e84_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28dacc6f_4c46_4951_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e91ce78_317a_43a1_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c3a7875e_420d_4878_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f504ea4_d163_4aa3_ae][bookmark: _REV__18617740_9a89_45da_8b38_e38b9bd686][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db68203e_bd03_4953_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a08c6d8e_86a8_480d_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cce2eb4a_5721_4a7d_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__262b9687_8e36_480c_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d0bee045_ad63_4beb_bb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ab6bfb00_e7b1_4a76_88e]The basic course of study for the elementary schools must provide for the instruction of all students in life and career and education development readiness, English language arts, world languages, health education and physical education, mathematics, science and technology, social studies and visual and performing arts, as described in the parameters for essential instruction and graduation requirements subject to the schedule specified in section 6209.  Health education must include instruction that addresses the relationship between physical and mental health in order to enhance student understanding of attitudes toward and behavior relating to mental illness and to eliminate the stigma associated with mental illness.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ea46b038_2b4f_44ac][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2d9a549b_c763_44df_89b2_f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__467edbd3_c4af_41ee]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §4712, as amended by PL 2019, c. 106, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__f864d358_4a70_4592_9b6a_e98d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__67e1e068_300c_4c89_b2f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2c4ef0b6_b96f_446d_99]§4712.  Junior high school or middle school course of study
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e316624_07a3_4edb_aa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e5dfed8b_0864_4ea1_b80c_4600][bookmark: _REV__c59e1dcd_7e97_4da1_a7de_dc206fbd66][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6997aa9_374b_4a25_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__04a65152_0b24_4da7_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf7c02c8_efd8_477e_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75beaf7b_7cca_4fde_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e213d744_8884_4384_a8][bookmark: _REV__1cb5658e_db71_4ea9_8171_d97847be1b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9c7c0c6a_be49_4cea_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__abb3b1bc_c5fa_436a_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__89e06580_7f83_4170_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e2021363_1e8d_44ed_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5ddc94c0_38c9_4a4b_ae][bookmark: _REV__4a754834_5d2a_4f7e_9cc6_9ae5ae0632][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__38f109bd_155b_49ec_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__81fc964a_b110_4ae0_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__743b5286_1814_42f7_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e85e953_82ef_4f55_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bc1c54eb_5173_4d85_a7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__89273bd4_129f_4f26_b24]The basic course of study for the junior high schools or middle schools must provide for the instruction of all students in life and career and education development readiness, English language arts, health education and physical education, mathematics, science and technology, social studies, visual and performing arts and world languages, as described in the parameters for essential instruction and graduation requirements subject to the schedule specified in section 6209.  Health education must include instruction that addresses the relationship between physical and mental health in order to enhance student understanding of attitudes toward and behavior relating to mental illness and to eliminate the stigma associated with mental illness.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4d06aae8_89ab_4618][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__10f64df6_40fd_44b4_b2f7_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__672bed29_9c09_4a19]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §4721, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 313, §13, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4bfe5d2a_d7d6_4dbe_aec5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e06bb1ba_d88d_43a3_bd23_0b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__40a12b8b_65c5_45f4_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__be8ab58f_f4a4_4a36_802][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e4018ef6_0af2_433b_990][bookmark: _REV__e76f73d6_ece2_493c_9fb1_6afbffd33e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__842c8898_00c8_4600_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__480c228a_9639_4b09_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e96938de_f219_4a5e_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d31073ee_5288_41b4_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2739b3f0_b9a1_43bc_be][bookmark: _REV__3b91a084_7658_400e_b056_96e0d0849d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa414533_0671_4297_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9d37519c_5b5a_40cd_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9db9d384_758f_41f1_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3526ba1f_923d_4a7c_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bf711b08_a24b_4c6e_b2][bookmark: _REV__3bd9d0df_d8aa_4708_8cba_886c95b953][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7ebdbbaa_91d6_4576_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7913d9a6_aa25_439b_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c35dd9ef_3a57_4b39_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__90ac87c1_1d22_4b4b_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f3300eeb_d2c9_495d_94]1.  Comprehensive program of instruction.  A secondary school shall provide a comprehensive program of instruction of at least 2 years in length, which must meet the requirements of this chapter and the parameters for essential instruction and graduation requirements established under section 6209.  The program must include instruction for all students in life and career and education development readiness, English language arts, health education and physical education, mathematics, science and technology, social studies, visual and performing arts and world languages.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5d89f525_60a2_4ce8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__568bcd0b_1d52_4498_9952_2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__23be3151_6734_4895]Sec. 4.  20-A MRSA §4730 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__9261aeb2_462e_4874_8ef8_27b2bc02b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__0841ed6a_0246_4e0e_ad6c_ac49][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d488a7da_edee_48a5_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__be5e6776_1252_4d19_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d2cf95d0_ea77_4949_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fd9007e1_facb_47d5_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b30709bc_fb09_4296_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28243a25_3ebf_4e61_9d3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6772c362_625a_4a76_8c]§4730.  Life and career readiness standards
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8e3b7523_e71b_4d14_91f6_d14f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8c1280d0_c2a1_4b18_817][bookmark: _REV__b898332a_9d89_4110_abf9_ad22fcd891]Recognizing that students will choose to enter the workforce in different ways and consistent with the life and career readiness standards pursuant to section 6209, each school administrative unit shall offer relevant opportunities that may include interactive experiences and allow for direct exposure between students and a variety of career options to help students develop habits of efficacy, resourcefulness and adaptability as the students take steps to create and implement postsecondary school plans.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e29a321b_89a9_4b33][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__01d13bc9_9dd9_4427_ac08_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__349c5ad0_9f9d_4fe5]Sec. 5.  20-A MRSA §6209, first ¶, as amended by PL 2015, c. 489, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__267af1ae_08fe_47fb_aa9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__529bb536_a30d_48cf_aaf1_3821][bookmark: _REV__b2431e78_0925_41fa_bc92_b1ceb1db33][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7449692b_8e54_4550_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bb5b0f33_c501_4e82_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e7083d9a_aa1a_4f0f_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25d78e9a_216e_4cb4_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4e6ff1cf_b148_430f_a3][bookmark: _REV__fe2c704c_9616_4bf6_af98_b14cb95fc4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__05e8fe7d_4510_4a28_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__202dac9f_6b1d_4b6f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6ef6f18_105c_459c_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4e364a2d_3c6f_4255_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf4d964a_354b_4473_ad][bookmark: _REV__28f258ae_9493_454f_a94d_e27a803300][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__460b76ce_e89f_49ae_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__08848707_fc00_44b8_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e8a81929_9171_47e7_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e9b36e6_5f9c_4940_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d956b9e_96e6_4f59_85][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__817c72fd_ead0_4179_b61][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a36df1c8_13fe_45c1_b2a]The department in consultation with the state board shall establish and implement a comprehensive, statewide system of learning results, which may include a core of standards in English language arts and mathematics for kindergarten to grade 12 established in common with the other states, as set forth in this section and in department rules implementing this section and other curricular requirements.  The department must establish accountability standards at all grade levels in the areas of mathematics; reading; and science and technology.  The department shall establish parameters for essential instruction in English language arts; mathematics; science and technology; social studies; life and career and education development readiness; visual and performing arts; health, physical education and wellness; and world languages.  Only a public school, a public charter school as defined in section 2401, subsection 9 or a private school approved for tuition purposes that enrolls at least 60% publicly funded students, as determined by the previous school year's October and April average enrollment, is required to participate in the system of learning results set forth in this section and in department rules implementing this section and other curricular requirements.  The commissioner shall develop accommodation provisions for instances where course content conflicts with sincerely held religious beliefs and practices of a student's parent or guardian.  The system must be adapted to accommodate children with disabilities as defined in section 7001, subsection 1B.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e8f0532e_b320_4b73][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__12822734_2f4a_463a_b334_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__658917ce_39e0_41c2]Sec. 6.  20-A MRSA §6209, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2007, c. 259, §5, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3d1dc0e1_65dd_419a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2051e0e6_b346_43a1_901a_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__13ea4e1a_4dae_4b00]Sec. 7.  20-A MRSA §6209, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2007, c. 259, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2946cf5a_de7f_4c68_8409][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7e86a817_9052_48b2_8b05_171][bookmark: _REV__80fc0812_e915_4ace_a1b1_1b548fe6f4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__440c8c59_d2de_4ae7_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__33201085_8831_4d50_b4][bookmark: _REV__bd086751_2047_45ab_ad5f_ea5020b6fb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__20708f32_ee68_47a7_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__50cc89ab_7739_4e76_ba4][bookmark: _REV__4cf5374b_6139_4ef5_b51c_ceead420d6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fc24f478_a394_4962_98]3.  Career and education development; world World languages; visual and performing arts.  By the end of the 2007-2008 school year, each local school administrative unit shall implement standards in the areas of career and education development, world languages and visual and performing arts.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the commissioner is authorized to establish rules for inclusion of some portion of the standards in visual and performing arts for the graduating class of 2011-2012.
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