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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d38bacba_da27_4b54_acb][bookmark: _PAR__1_7987f551_56e6_4da6_8451_3f470bed][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__34b0c310_7f97_4d3a_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ad25d1df_8b32_481d][bookmark: _PAR__2_3b141192_e954_40e1_bf2c_fbed15cb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e10beabe_dfe6_4c66_9ddb_a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__9995b347_5889_4ebd_91][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__53460e38_cf41_46ee]Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §760-B, first ¶, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §37, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5974c1a_11e3_48a4_b57][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0d8dfeba_0a5c_46f5_917e_5379][bookmark: _PAR__3_7e8c45c3_252e_49d9_bce2_ad319a71]Any municipality or jurisdiction that conducts its own elections may opt to process absentee ballots beginning on the 4th 7th day immediately prior to election day.  The clerk shall use the following procedure when processing the absentee ballots during this time.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cb98b419_56d8_4198][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__72566bfe_1ad1_4038_8bc7_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e696e940_9697_483d_886a_58][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0bfaa00b_555e_44f4]Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §760-B, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2019, c. 636, §16, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ffef96ef_a46e_4be8_807a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c300b168_6d81_4c2c_b482_21b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bc214ca8_6d76_4523_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd3da8c7_3f66_4ac9_95b][bookmark: _REV__70052aa6_9ac5_45f3_82f8_4cfabb5d82][bookmark: _REV__399f5c75_cb34_4bfe_adaa_3b4a110696][bookmark: _REV__b45bc2fb_56b7_4f40_b5d5_0f3f08e031][bookmark: _REV__86dd0d27_e4ce_406b_ab53_05f7fa7133][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c16d3e9b_9ce6_4ccb_95b]2.  Notice of early processing.  The clerk must give notice of the municipality's intent to process absentee ballots prior to election day using a notice of early processing form provided by the Secretary of State, stating the days and times that the clerk intends to begin processing absentee ballots and the inspection period provided in subsection 3.  At least 60 30 days before election day, the clerk shall provide a copy of the notice of early processing to the Secretary of State and the chairs of each political party of the municipality indicating that early processing of absentee ballots will occur.  The notice to the political parties must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to the last address of each municipal chair that is known to the clerk.  The notice to the Secretary of State may be delivered by mail or facsimile or as a scanned attachment to an e-mail address established by the Secretary of State.  If the notice is not received by the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on the 60th 30th day before election day, the municipality may not process absentee ballots prior to election day. The clerk shall post a copy of the notice of early processing with the notice of election as provided in section 621‑A.
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