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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
CONCEPT DRAFT

SUMMARY
This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to reform the probate court system to require probate judges to be
appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The Governor will appoint 16
probate judges, one to sit in each county, and each county will continue to pay the salary
of the probate judge and the expenses of the probate court and probate registry in that
county. The Maine Code of Judicial Conduct will apply to probate judges, therefore
prohibiting them from practicing law and receiving compensation in addition to their
salaries through fees or other payments. The Constitution of Maine, Article VI will apply
to probate judges.

This bill proposes that registers of probate, rather than being elected as provided in
the Probate Code, will be appointed by the probate judge in that county.

This bill proposes that registers of deeds, rather than being elected, will be appointed
by the county commissioners of the counties in which they serve.

This bill proposes that the probate courts, probate judges, registers of probate and
registers of deeds in all other aspects will continue to function as in current law.
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