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§1812-B.  Purchasing of paper and paper products
1.  Purchase of paper and paper products with recycled material content.  Subject to subsection 3, the State Purchasing Agent shall provide that of the total dollar amount spent in each fiscal year on paper and paper products purchased by the State:
A.  On or after October 1, 1989, not less than 15% shall be spent on paper and paper products with recycled material content;  [PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. C, §3 (NEW).]
B.  On or after October 1, 1991, not less than 30% shall be spent on paper and paper products with recycled material content; and  [PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. C, §3 (NEW).]
C.  On or after October 1, 1993, not less than 50% shall be spent on paper and paper products with recycled material content.  [PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. C, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. C, §3 (NEW).]
2.  Federal guidelines and cooperative purchases.  To qualify as having recycled material content, paper or paper products must have recycled material content which meets or exceeds the standards established for that paper or paper product category in Table 1 of the Guideline for Federal Procurement of Paper and Paper Products, 40 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 250.  The State Purchasing Agent shall determine whether a paper or paper product qualifies.  The State Purchasing Agent may join with other states in making cooperative requests for bids to supply paper and paper products.
[PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. C, §3 (NEW).]
3.  Bids; price preference.  A person who submits a bid for a contract to supply paper or paper products shall certify the percentage and nature of any recycled materials content in the product subject to bid.  Bids offering paper or paper products with recycled material content that are within 10% of the lowest bid that meets all other specifications may receive up to a 10% price preference.  Any bids to supply paper or paper products with recycled material content that exceed by more than 10% the low bid which meets all other specifications shall not be considered.  If no bids are received on a request for bids which offer paper or  paper products with recycled material content, the State Purchasing Agent may award the contract to a bidder whose paper or paper product has substandard percentages of or no recycled materials content.
[PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. C, §3 (NEW).]
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